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\ Oppreffed Captive. 

,^ B E I N G 

An Historical Novel, deduced 
f from the DiftreJJes of real Life, in 

an impartial and candid Account of 
the unparalleled Sufferings of Caius 
SiLius NuGENius, now under Con- 
finement in the Fleet Prifofiy at Ac 
Suit of an implacable and relentlefe 
Parent. ,. * ;. 



-^V Talia fando 



Myrmidonum^ Dokpumve aut duri miles Vlyjfei. 
Temperet a lachrymis ? Virg^ 



L O N D O N-: 

Wrote T)y the Author and'SuFFEiSLER ir^ 
the Fleet Pri/on, 1757. 
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tfrnn^^^ Reader/ 

1 j^-^- whfcjb-ifcrthing bat tficr 
utm(>ft\ mceni]:)t boiikl bbiige 
mCi'igob, Ss^jb^(b^ tliib'irorld,' 
ooMbunQan ^^srdalraco^auit,' ^ 
of the moil extrstKdmsay^^and 
kari3aro)is>i per&cmciaiiv. ^^^^ 
endf^a chydr leceiytd: from t^^ 

f dik)it]8(s:}ip9f9nt ; <!^^)Blidone(i 

bjiJ th£ authflt -ufrjuy . i bping,. 
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To the RE A D E R. 



and compe|lefl |^/ieek that 
redre{s from the public, I 
hav^-e^i^erc i^d^ffoiight 
in vain: I Jiqp^ the confidd- 
rate part of mankind, will be 

mere is no need any farther 

tp imblinat.'fiib'^tlti t^s/^of 

my caCi^itrh iRas uijder 

the tide of the UjtmaturaL E^ 

tAety orihe Psgfiduput JSem,^ 

Ipb^ xe^ctyfidi^ itJierjNaUjo 

fbmet^roe'agQ!; : j r'^: .1 : ..' 1 « 

01 gpDC Mag TBeadar, -whon 

ever thmi art^: *^ lioc.a aatU'!' 

ral taWotiioDfiinbliiig HxaJboAk 

duces: lo^to ;^mie^qit.ls':»4bt 

^^ore,.. nu2ch.mcK£lc&d&i the 

. ., very 
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it is -tfie'l^telAihgiiat, \iKhd 
wkh JidllbM^' ^es, jand tran- 
ip^hr ^^eek»^ ^ts in his 

Mf€^ Ik) ^e-j^hlk thcfr, as 
f6- fti^afei^, fer^her parent 
lai^t^ ttei»^ hoiie,' I apply for 

iim mkmd^^ k^eif wi^tk 

hoj^idi, fhak tS' tenement 
>and humane, \«^iild*/b far in- 
tiireib -ifaibfel^esr ni^bromoting 

|IW^ as i^ ^^tttltt* -dwS moft 
•iMant piioT^ 'dTatfiiihing 
fiitiire' Hber^i [ ft imtouk footh 

•At »#flfr «* aeTftaJrr *a 

A 2 foften 
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.vourite of the meancft ^nfam, 
.what, art thou ?. a,gq^if^t 

iiature profufcly kind,: %ead 
oat her flowery lap, and grate- 
iqJlj^ difpofed t^e |<^^ it^^^ 
^wj /^ #.;i«rdaR| ^fe 
the (o^eflt nods, fe5^Jb,I<»«, 
the fea|liered ..^Yai•^|^s.. fit^: 

.Itrong yo^^bars inteij5q^, 1^ 
.greqt the w^ppx M^etdit b%- 

..fill s A ^ jnaa- 
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■ ; Y^ ^[>py pairs, x«^o Wan- 

yb«r ;; ' fof ll^rhdm botfdt^Ds 
ptbv0^^ Jias ^etcfeed out 
i&e strtpUysal^i jand -the ca- 
kifFe:ttrdff«,Iife tdrtftiWfl(iod s 

Hercf^ ' tht; itiuiH?; rbfe. blooms j 
iW 'flie* fia^ "niotnent, wLm 




fdfo\«ti'eartift lit4ifcfefs,' ^- 



viii To th 'R E A-p E SL 
preffed by. the hand of^pfjjivj^ .^ 

penon devoted to peiiliry j^f)^ 
deftni^lion. . Ye who iii9imt- 
ed in the gilded chariot^ look 

dQym vpQa,Uiq^iwl^pJ^p^5 
peath : .ai^dje {)4,tegittj9t .Ub^T 
ty, iriid!»wa>,l^ Ipjied.fi^ 
iv}^o& ca^vjii^ .whitc;ns t^'re<* 

fame afipiHod tli^^'g^obe^^si^^ 
K)^ jsott/w^ to hq: ciapii«>| 
KKJt'witfi a favourable eyeupf 
. pn me, while I fuppUgate yicm 
a^lift^^ ^ if not' - to ^xogi^n 
wtat'.eye^ ^f^/t/fma» clmoM 

as his, hative right libcrt5^jr,a^ 
leaft, thaxjau would by. «n-* 
L;ib';i'"' VA*<:ouragmg 



!5? 4?iP> /E :A iP E Rt is 
cdur^^ig t|u$ ^e^»ifc> under* 

tjppcf thpi)eJi^!Qleht^fo f«riA» 

im w ffmpf^i^> ymch 

•/'.-'.a would 



nmM <MBt|irt me with t&d 
wilds of .^^Wr/ri7y 'iDfift ^ 

.A> / lately 



n tke% £ A D £ R. xt 

JF^ler •{< lit which: L fiMll 
leave tlie World to judge, whe<« 
therthe Iwft Xhfldbv of na- 
i(mii]0ii ht ffxesit JSfk-tht moA 
md MitidQQtIiiaweixeccsvid 
^^(ODity xwaxA tMum ha 
{K>kiled ,ou£ •%: toy. protttdoQ 

jii b(ViO(iiw « tiie.gretiiBft fioaatanp. 
-^ost^mpkikhimiksf a&i£kd ;hif 
injrrltiW?? fjilt .ttc niqift mf- 

a rcftfoh'i^ 1 ftiodid be'jfrtni^ 
iflwd for a feuit ntk rfiJn<? ; or 
^fey. thes pisfttiprf t;ag^j^953r, 

•uii ,••.• -'i • who" 



^ 7» iftOLS; AD fe ft. 
ewb, fhoolEr with- relemibf^ ffiah 



variety of pt^ftm^-i 

' ' i Nnvgatt n?C 



.9^ J^<R/£J^1>.S ft. .xm 

^V^HBB^^V^MBvBV^i^F^^l^^^l^Vi^ V.^Bi^^KV^ ^^^Mi^^Hb *.JkJi^RH^H* 

fkr-iiJk, \ jmthsQit the. iaft 
^BfiMk lis ittitU; jtaiifaiaiB 



inediaee iiippait/ k^ttie^pftiid^ 
paLcaiilbb(jpay«fidBii|rGiiiri]igt9 

1})K isbrtvixig nt7iail^in:i^4ilUi 

• wAi AnuR ]ftdcUn^tt0''Cnim>et^ 
;e3bcvifed Befbiis the-^nKtiOUt 

rieht^^r in ccxsittitfoaticto of 

toabletliaiusil %tiRicH.«g|Hid^ 
flhd'kaife ;diie ^ii^artial u^H 
to judge Taetwixt • in,e ^' awd my 
•isTcterate enemies. 
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JT 'imU mt he deemed unnecejfary fb 
give the public my reafonSy for 
^aufiwg to he pfMijhed under the fane-- 
tion ^ a NoVel, the following Me- 
^raom'if my bitberti unhippy life; 
the di^eulii^s t lny under ^ Jjould I 
ikive attempted to give it any other 
tith were irtfurmotintahle^ occafioned 
4f the umverfal fear the printeri of 
-obis great Mcxropoih bad conceived, 
at the ; thdUghts of expofing in^ any 
more open manner ^ the tinnatural and 
iyrannout Mfpoftion^ fd remarkably 
€onfpi{:uous in the principal <hara£ter 
-B of 
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3dv PREFACE* 

fl/' the following Jheeti ; ivlnch might 
Of ibey judged^ be a means to dra^m 
upon their own beadf^ the opprej^ve 
hand of a man whoje power ^ wealthy 
and malevolence are fo well hiown to 
the world. Nevertbelefsy I hope this 
tale of mifery will not gain lefs credit^ 
upon account of my being compelled to 
drefs under the air andjlile of a No- 
vel, a narrative of real and well 
known fails. 

I make no doubt ^ to the ingenuous 
and attentive reader^ the truth of the 
whole ^ will be rendered fujiciently evi^ 
detit by a comparifon of the parts ^ 
where ' he will £nd no artifices ^ no 
fubterfuges made ufe of to difguife 
truths or guild falfhood\ but a down^ 
right appeal to foarious living tefimo^ 
nies in the families both of my father 
and mother y being theflrongefi protf ^ 
L 4:an bring fir the truth of what 1 * 
have here anerted. 

I 
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P R E F A C E. XV 

/ am too well convinced what pre-- 

judice has been done me ^ from the art^ 

Jul tTtfinuations fpread abroad in re-- 

gard to my birth^ ^s v)eU by the 

emijfaries of my fdther>, as by him^ 

Ji^': be ^ not banking fcrupled to deny, 

even before perfons of the greateft rank 

and charaSier in the kingdom^ the 

identity of my being hisfin^ declaring 

me in the face of the public an im^ 

pofture^ and thereby hewing additional 

odiumiy upon the unhappy lady "who 

fell a prey to his artifice^ andowes^ if 

pojfible^ to his principles^ more than 

ruin.' . 

1 will not take upon me in this 
place to confute fuch vile ajjertionsy as 
the reader will fnd it done at full 
length in the beginning of the fubfe-- 
quent pages, ffhough k tvbuld have 
eeenfufficient for me^ had I been able 
to produce no' other proof than the 
ij)&dixitj of my mother y wfoofe family ^ 
B 2, honour^ 
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xvi PRE F A GB. 

honour^ and ^etuaciiy., m^y at kajl hd 
deemed equal to hit '^ ana <whoJe voi^^ 
in this important cafe y is^^itbelnv 
can ajky or the world require. 

With the famefpirit of truth, and 
to anfwer the fame ju/i purpofes, 4f 
has ajidmufl^ been reported, that I 
am not detained at this gentleman's 
fuit \ and that be is ignorant who, or 
nvhat I am. In anfwer to this, I 
refjtr the public to Mr. Eyics war^^ 
den of his majefiys Fleet, who will 
inform them, I am detained in that 
prifon, and at his fuit, by the name of 
Thomas Plunkett \ for no lefs afum 
than fx hundred and twenty pounds^ 
from ' which I will infer, . was this 
gentleman fo ignorant of me as be 
would willing have believed \ would 
be ever have caufed his (titorney H 
advance mefo confiderabk afum as ii 
pretended, upon no better fecurity than 
my own bond : is there any^perfon wife 

reads 
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reads ibisy would lend to Tom 
ofNokes^r John oiSvXtsJix hundred 
a fid twenty pounds ^ without any rea^ 
joHy and upon no account at alU I 
hope none of my readers j either are or 
e^cer will be infatuated with fo ftrange^ 
fo unaccountable a fpecieofmadnefi^ 
and as the world if to judge by parity 
of reafoning I made bold to ajk the 
above quejiiom 

In regard to the name 5/" Thomas 

Plunkett, by which I am detained in 

prifoni it will b^ neccQary to obfervi 

uponmyfirfi. coming to England, my 

father gave me that name^ and would 

never permit any of his family to call 

me otherwife-j the reafon of which is 

evident y the name of my mother ^ be^^ 

ing the fame with bss own^ • would 

fubjeSi both me and him to number lefs 

enquiries^ which could no ways re^ 

dound either to his honour or credit % 

and winch this method was efteemed 

B 3 not 
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mojl proper to put a flop to. I Jincg 
then Save been compelled to fign all. 
the pernicious bonds mentioned in the 
body of this worky by this fiSlittous 
name j which is the reafon why I am 
charged under the fame ^ as the war-- 
dens prifoner ; but my mothers maiden 
name being Nugent, every reader will 
eafily judge mine. 

It is natural to imagine the world 
willjuppofe^ I mufi have been guilty of 
fome enormous offences^ which to make 
my own. tale plaufhle^ I have artJuUy 
endeavoured to- conceal \ otherwife^ it 
will be faidi ^W^ i^ if pofj^bk for 4. 
parent to extend the iron hand of in^^ 
dignationy to fuch extreams of rehnt-* 
lefs cruelty againfi bis own child. In 
anfwer to fa reafonalie afuppoftion^ I 
here do mojl folemnly aver ^ in the face 
of both God and man^ lam no ways 
confcious of offending this inexorMhle 
Father y further than what is truly 

and 



PREFACE XIX 

mnd ingenuoujly related in the follow-- 
ingjheets^ in wbicby whatever with 
the leafi Jhadow ofjujtice^ can come 
tinder the denomination of a crime^ 
may befummed up in thefefew articles. 
Firjiy my unwillingnefs to be fut ap^ 
prentice to a barber-, fecondly^ my 
refufing to go valet to an Eaft-India 
iaptaini and thirdly y my denying the 
name of Plunketts, in nothing elfe^ 
am I Jenfible how I Jhould incur my 
father^ s anger-, until wearied by op- 
prejfion, and^ urged by ^hjinger, I un-^ 
dcrtook by the qffijlance of the charts- 
fable and humane^ topublijh the bard- 
Jhips of my cafe-, and whether or no 
I have juffered. fufficiently for the 
above error s^ Heave to the decifpn of 
the impartial reader j whom now per^ 
mit fne fans ceremonie, to condu6i tjo 
this tale ofdifirefs. 

Be favourable^ O ye criticks, it is 

the language of confinement ^ ye are 

B 4 not 
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not to expeS the beauties of di^ttm 
from a goal J or the elegancies ofjlile^ 
from the habitations of mifery^ but 

what with jufiice you may demand as 
your due^ ye Jhall have, and that if 

truth. 
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THE 
Oppressed CAPTIVE. 

^anfo^matiiMMS mtmnijfe borret^ LuGnque^refugit ; 
Ittcipiam. VitQ* 

FSyCgOWEVER unequal the 
|55 H a! difpenfation of good and 
^jc^w ill to mankind, the oppref- 
five lufferings of innocence, 
and the triumph of guilt, may ap- 
pear to fupcrficial rcafoners^ and li- 
mited capacities j it is evident to the 
eye of contemplation and philoifbphy, 
that eternal and infinite wifdom, 
will at his own proper time balance 
this fceming inequality. Happy 
within mjrfelf, that reafon and reli- 
gion diftate fo pleafing a dodrine, 
I look- upon my part, and prefent 
B s fuf- 



22 I'be Oppreffcd Captive, 

fuiFerxngs> as an earneft of futum 
happinefs^ and good to come. I, 
fliall now proceed to the melancholy 
detail, and if in feme places I am 
obliged to caft a fhade over fcenes of 
the deqpeft inrquity^f beg the/eader. 
would look upon it as a facrifice 
made by filial duty to the caufe of 
my exiftence. 

TCiberius Nugenius my father, is 
the fon of Sempronius Nugenius of 
Carlingjiown in tlie county of JVeJi-- 
meathy in the kingdom of Ireland^ 
who had in his youth been honoured 
with a commiflion under that un- . 
fortunate prince, whofe imprudent 
condudl reduced bim to, the fatal 
neceffity of quitting thefe kiggdoms,^ 
apd abdicating the regal feat clefc|End- 
ed to him from a Jong linejM^.il-- 
luftrious anceftors : my mother aga- 
ther was Caius Attilius NugeJiius^o^^^ 
Donore m the fame county, ^and 

" * own 
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own brodier to Sempronius^ The 
ilriift friendfliip^ and intimacy be- 
twixt the two families, occafioned 
the fatal correfpondcncc of which 
I was the eflFc<3: i Ckora^ fuch is my 
mothers name, at the time when 
\ s my father contradlcd his firft ac- 
quaintance with her, was efteemcd 
icarcely inferior to any in the king- 
(iom for perfonal beauties, and libe- 
' rally cndow'd by nature, with every 
qualification capable of adding luflre 
to the fair fex; a young lady like 
her in the bloom of life, fhe beine 
then not. twenty years of age, could 
not fail of attrading. the notice of 
all the genteel youth in the circle 
of the adjacent neighbourhood, in 
confequence of which, feveral ad- 
vantageous offers were made, but. 
none accepted. 

Amongfl the crowd of lovers en- 
Mcd^under the fair one's flandard, 

wa«^ 
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was her kinfman young Tiierius^ 
who having advantages fupcrior to 
the reft, and aftuated by the blind im-^ 
pulfe of paffion, to fct afidethe near- 
ncfs of affinity, and regardlefs of 
friendihip's facredtye, was refolvcd 
to ftick at nothing to attain his fi- 
nifter ends, though confciovis, fhould 
he fucceed, inevitable ruin muft be 
the refult ; and that he did fucceed^ 
is too true, though not before making 
ufe of the utmoft fubtility, and as 
I have been informed the mcaneft 
artifices* 

"-An intrigue carried oh to fuch a 
length could not long be hid ; the 
grief and confufion occaiioncd by the 
difcovery of my mother's pregnancy 
exceeds defcription 5 TiieriuSy my fa- 
ther was obliged to fhelter himfelf ' 
from the juft anger of his incenfed 
relations, by abfconding for fome 
timci but at length making his ap- 
pearance 
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pcarancc in Dublin^ an ecclairdiT- 
ment happened betwixt him and 
Fortius ManffuSy Chords brother, at 
Lucases cojftc-^icmfci •which in all 
probability nauft have been f^tat td 
one of diQ parties, had it not been 
for the interpofition of a noble lord, 
happily then prefcnt, a near relation 
and an equal friend to both ; by . 
whofe means it, was ^grcJcd, ^ibe-' 
rwjfhould rppair the breach he had 
made, and re-unite the two families 
once more^ by an honoivable junc- 
tion with the fair penitent, .whofe 
fortune was to be <ive thoufand 
pounds, a fum at that time more 
than equivalent to his own eftate : 
neverthelcfs in a few da3rs, Ae young 
gendeman for reafons' only V^own 
to hiinlfetf, receded frdm' all his fair 
promifes, by deforting hi^ friends,; 
and quitting the kirigdbm haflfly ; 
a fow poils acquaintoi them, that 

he 
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he was retired to Ltmdon ; fo great 
was the grief imd anxiety the dif« 
confokte Cleora'&^cred at this un- 
welcome news^ "^^ ^ was very 
near Moving a' fatal ihwke to her, 
had me not generoufly been com- 
forted,, under the heavy burthen of 
difappointment, poignant ihame^ and 
defpair, by the tendernefs,. and en- 
dearments fhe met with from the 
fift^rs of her unkind and ungenerous 
feducer. Notwithftanding all their 
affiduous care, their tender officiouf- 
nefs tao expel the gjief which pray'd 
upon her mmd; and confum'd the 
rofes of her cheeks, was infufficient 
t» prevent her privately eloping from 
her friends and relations^ with a fix« 
ed refolution to find out the yet too 
much beloved author of her diftrpfs :, 
accordiriglyiattended by hqr confeflTor,. 
father Lyncby and a fetnale fervant || 

the fole confident of h^r flighty (he 1 



He Opprcflfed Captive. 27 

undertook the attempt, and arrived 
fafe in London *j it was not long be-* 
fore (he found out the reiidence oi 
her faithlefs betrayer, and foon nude 
him acquainted with her being in 
town : but wjio can exprefs the fur* 
prize, the indignation which muft 
enfue, at finding herfelf diiregarded 
in the moil contemptuous manner^ 
and her letters took .110 notice of> 
though fhe was top well affured o£ 
their being delivered into the in- 
grates own hand 3 in fine, diftrefs 
and difpaic furrounded her, ihe was 
reduced fo low, as to be under a 
neceiHty of pledging her watch and 
the few jewels flxe had with hec 
to defray the expences of her ly-, 
ing-in, 

O ! ye feir creatures for whon\ 
the fatal feducer hath vet not fpread 
his fhare, who have nad no occa- 
fion as yet to reiift the deluiive at-- 

tack}: 
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tack J beware, how yc ftray from 
the psAs of honour, how ye ^de- 
cline from virtues facred lore; no- 
Aing^ le6 tSjnzjt ruin and defpair,. 
can be the wretched confequcnce; 
and £hame the laft, the worft of 
evils, muft be ibrevcr your perpe- 
tual attendanT; in the foft, the tend- 
er moment, when honour feems to 
Bod, w^hcri the moflf pcrftiafive rhe- 
toric is employed to level the bul- 
warks of virtue.; aroufe, open your 
eyes and look with difflain, upon a 
wretch ' prepared to ^cloath ye in 
mifery; and conduft ye to fcencs of 
cvcrlafldng infemy and ruin, rcmem-^ 
ber the unhappy Cleara^ and be- 
ware how ye follow her fteps. 

In this difmal fituation without 
j^arent^ without hufband or friend^ 
to comfort h«r; iix the agonies of; 
childbed was fbe dcliVcr'd of me iii 
thq year 1730, m the parifh of St, 

George 
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GiorgCy HanGver-Jquare I under fuck 
complicated diftreifs flie muft have 
funiC had not Metelks DeHus^ a re^ 
lation, afFeded by a true fence of 
pity> fupported both by money and 
the moil: friendly advice, the fidlcn 
fair one. 

My unhappy birth was too well 
knawo tebe <knied; Cornelia^ daugh<» 
ter of Prifcus Au/idiiiSy and wife of 
Cetbegus MervinuSy qne of my 
godmothers, is the p^on> who itL 
the oity of Dtddin acquainted me 
with all &e indwtents I now relate, 
in the pefence xA^Mariamne and 
Semprmia^ my fathers fiileirs, and 
ladies to whom I am under the 
greateft obligations. 

Metetfus Dehius extended his 
Icindnefs yet £irther, he not only 
perfuaded my mother to retarn tO' 
Ireland^ but as a mediator paved the 
way for a proper ra:ep6on» gener- 

oufly 
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oufly fupplicd her with <K)e hun-^ 
drcd guineas to defray the neeeflary 
€Xp€nc€s of hep voyage, and dit 
charge her lodging; in fiiorty thra' 
his meansy fhe returned once mprc^ 
to her native country, andthearnw 
of her difconfolate relations. » 

Thefe was nothing now left but 
to difpofe of me, the innocent ef- 
fed: of my parents errors, as it was 
cflseemed improper to keep me in 
the family: I was immediately fent 
to nurfeat a fmall village called 
CaJlk-^PoIlardj fome miles from Do- 
fiBte^ my fathers country-feat, where 
no other notice from^ time to time 
was taken of me, than recompenc- 
ing the poor woman who had charge 
of nic, for her trouble* 

When I was three years old, I 

was put under the care of Lynch^ 

tbfe roman priefV, who had attend- 

^^dxipon my mother, in her voyage 

. to 
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to, and diflrefs in Eatglandy this was 
in the town of Gakoajy with 
•whom I remained till I was nine or 
ten years old : it i$ here to be obferv« 
edy that during my refidence with 
Lynchj my father paid him ten 
pounds a year for my board, &c. as 
I have had the pleafure fince then of 
feeing fevefal of the receipts, and 
can teftify it from my own knoww 
ledge : my grandfather Sempronius 
Nugemusy having been, as I faid 
before, a military officer in hisju* 
venile years, and in coniequence of 
which known to people of every 
clafs, by the name and title of cap- 
tain, Was a man aduated by princi« 
pies of goodnefs and humanity, and 
famous amongft the neighbering poor 
for his extenfive charity ; he fre- 
quently and ftrenuoufly recommend-* 
ed. to his fon, the clofing of the 
breach, which his dishonourable pro-- 

cced- 
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ceedings had occafioned between 
the two families > by him I was of- 
ten kindly vifitcd whiift tinder the 
tuition of father Lynch*, and not- 
» withftanding my then tender years, 
I ftill remember the frequent admo- 
nitions, the ftri<3: orders given by 
the good old gentleman to the prieft, 
i^oncerning me y and have feen the 
4big tear overflow its banks, whilfl? 
Jie delivered the falutvy charge^ 
fcwgive me reader, fliould I inre- 
4urn.ftop a moment^, whilflrgratitude 
and nature, pay the tribute of a 
tear, to the memory of an humane, 
and good man. 

TTbis gentleman^-who during hia 
life, was exceffive fond of nie, con-^ 
fcious of the diftraftioiji occafioned 
in his brother's family, by the ever 
to be lamented misfortune which, 
gave me being, and the juft refent- 
mcnt my father had thereby drawn^ 

upoii 
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upon himielf, giving due raaibn to 
^^pprehend.I coiight fall an innopcnt 
vidtiofi to tiie growing animofitics 
between the two houfes, being alfo 
^noflranger to my father's difpofitbU) 
9nd looking with an eye of commirY 
Oration upon my truly precarious 
and pitiable cpi^ition^ bec^pie par-i 
dcultfly folicitous about my future 
welfare ; and falling fick, the nature 
of his indiipofition indicating imaU 
hopes of hjs recovery^ hedaily^adU 
ed upon my father for his aiTurance 
to make me a fukabie provifion^ 
otherwife he would do it himfelfj 
qmy father as often folemnly protefb- 
ing he would in every refped^ ifuLfil 
hisjuft^ his hunmne intentions J thcf 
old gendeman confiding io th^ fal<^ 
laciofts promifes, made hio^elf quite 
eafy, and dpng fuddcnly fpon afterj 
iiBft me nothing* -. i . 
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It was not long before my grand<* 
mother, his relidt followed him ; but 
on her deathrbed at \Batb^ labduring 
under equal concern on my account, 
and imagining it might be cendu- 
cive to my intereft hereafter, fhould 
(he remind my father of his folemn 
engagements <t6 her deceafed huf- 
band, and Ukewtfe join her own in- 
treaties; ihe in the prefence'.of Ac^ 
da Lucifsa, another of my father s 
lifters now living, and to whom I 
here appeal, earneftly befought him 
with her lateft breath, to fulfil fuch 
his engagements to his deceafed fa- 
ther, and make a proper provifion 
for me, which in his fifters hearing 
he give repeated aflurances he would 
moil puriftually perform; butalafs! 
how far he did the fequcl will de* 
monftate. \ 

From this point of time, I may 
&ite the origin of all my future mi- 

fericsj 
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icries; I was now removed from 
Galway to Dublin^ and put under 
the care of one Fagan^ who kept an 
Academy in fFine^Tavern^Streety at 
winch place my father and moft of 
the family had been educated. 

Here I :mufl obferve, as the allow-^ 
ance granted by my father exceeded 
not ten pounds per ann. to find mcf 
with board, fchooling, books, ^r. 
I was fubjc6t to very bad uiage» be- 
ing, incef&ntly tauntol With the iii*^* 
fulicieniry 01 fuch mean pay,: .jbkI 
was moreover Tfifidered left: happy, 
by means of a nkisfortnane which lay 
heavy, hot only on me, but my 
ichoql fellows in general, which yras 
as follows: . . ^ 

A certain perfon whT>fc::auj:horiiy 
in-thehoufc was notHttli^ 1t)eing 
terribly addifted to drinking, chcfi- 
tated not to make ufe of the bafeft 
means^ to itttain ihe .intoxicatixig 

juices 
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jfuice ; day after day our books» hats, 
buckles, and what Aou went to 
wrack; for wkkh^^a; no account 
<:ould be given, wje were fure to 
Imart feverely ; it length, the thief 
was detedied, but in Ueu of being 
relieved, our difbrefs was only in- 
creafed by the difcovcryj how dated 
ihc fubtil young villains impofe fo 
grofs a falfliood upon him? was he 
to be deceived by fo fhallow an 
artifice? in fhort, the blows were 
notoplyheavier^ but more frequent, 
*pcc«fioned by nuibberl^ lies invent- j 
«d through a motive of revenge. \ 

/ But lengtli of time produced fo 
t^fpnuMt z. proof' that the moft par** 
tial eyes could no longer be kept 
cld(ed; a. pair of new buckfltU 
breedhes^ he had fcaroely worn a. 
wcek,/w6re artfully conveyed away 
from under hi& pillow, a theft of 
|lui natitre would not long bear fc^ 
- / «cfy. 
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crefy, an advertifement was publifli- 
ed in the daily papers, which foon 
produced the breeches from a ward- 
robe in Plunket ^treety (a ftre«t 
where all forts of old, and fecond 
hand cloaths are bought and fold,, 
being little inierior in bufinefs of 
that kind to Montftoutlhfireet in Lon-- 
don) and brought the diing fo home 
to die Party we had fo often accufed 
in vain^ as would admit of no ex- 
cufe. 

The corifequence was vety feverc 
repremands, from moft of the boys 
parents, and the decreaie of his 
fchool, by others taking theirs away; 
in ihort, fo great was his vexation at 
his Bufinefs declining, together with 1 
the various intemperancies and irre- 
gularities he daily more . and more 
experienced, as fometime afterwards 
tQ. cut fhort the thread 6f his Mie^ 
and for^e hini to feek that pe^tce in 
'^ C the 
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the grave, which he could not find 
upon earth. 

Before I proceed any farther, it is 
neceflary to obferve, that about the 
time of my bein^ put under the 
care of L^nchy my father was mar- 
ried to his jfirft <wi^) t^ \sLij Amelia 
Plunetta^ daughter, of Puiiius Sul* 
pitiusy a lady pdfes'd of every ami- 
able quality, by which he has a fon 
now laving, who I can make bdd to 
fay from woeful experience, inherited 
not afinglequalifkatioQ^f h^ noble 
mothers the delivery of this un- 
worthy burthen cc*ft the unhappy 
lady her li^,; w^ cm her ^k htA 
touched with the deepeft f«f>fo of • 
my mothers misfortunes ;' laid her 
dying injun£ticmfi upon my fether, a& 
foon as decency would permit- to re^ 
pair to the Injured fair one $ and if 
joining with her in the in^flblublt 
knot) WQuId be accepted aa^a&ti^ 

faction 
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Fadion for die irreparable crimes h« 
had been guiitjr of, and unite the 
families his want of honour had di- 
vided, to make no delay, but do 
that jifftlce to himfeif and family, he 
had fc lowjg retarded. An injunftion 
injpbfed opon him at fo awful a 
dtne;* he could not withfland pro- 
mififtg to perform. 

Some time after her dcceafe, he 
was tiof waning in his ^endeavoiiri^ 
1:0 fulfil .die lacred vow he, had en^ 
t^eii intt), t6f which purpofe, he 
feiit a letter to iby mother confefling 
yCf^ deep' concern for flie injuries 
done to her in particular, jand the 
iafttiily m eend^aiy hi'sfiricere regret, 
-fertile' forf6Xv5, rhiferies an6 confu- 
Tioii^of i)^ich*he had been fole 
author, bejgging- {h6 >wouUi deign to 
■Jook up6n the refvittiing convert, and 
-accej^t'of the utiyft-fitisfa^^ he 
•wis'-capaWe of g^irig. • ' ' 

Ca Be- 
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Before the letter could well be de- 
liver'd to her hands, he followed it 
himfelf from Dublin^ and went down 
in his Chariot to Donore-^Houfe about 
forty miles diftant, with a fixed rc- 
folution of obfervirig to a point the 
contents of what he had wrote ; but 
how vaft his aftonilhment, when he 
arrived diere to receive a mefTage by 
a footman, expreffing the due re- 
gards of the houfe for the- honour 
he intended them, but that to-mor- 
row evening, had for fomeiime been 
fixed to make Cleora happy in the 
arms of Catulus Obrien^ a Gentle- 
man of confiderable fortune, and 
univerfal character ; unhappy for me 
it was too true, and my father ill 
at eafe returned immediately to Dub^ 
lin. 

I (hall here beg leave to take no- 
tice, that for the two or three laft 
years of my being at the academy, 

my 
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my father totally negledcd me, and 
my fupport had entirely proceeded 
from the bounty of my mothers re- 
lations, though I was never permit- 
ted to pay my refpedls to any of 
them; on the contrary my fathers 
fifters, took particular notice of me, 
fent for me on holidays to their own 
houfe, mSmithfieldy where I ufually 
dined and fpent the whole day along 
with them : Mariamne would not 
fcruple to take me along with her 
and her lifters^ to plays and publick 
places, and was always particularly 
fond of me. 

In this place it will not be impro- 
per to obferve, had not the whole 
family efteemed me as the fon of 
I'iberiuSy which he has fince for 
fome diabolical reafons attempted to 
denie, would they have paid that 
regard, that deference to me in the 
face of the world, I Have juft now 
C 3 mentioned 
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jnetioned ; as thefe ladies are all alive 
at this time, I make no doubt in 
fpite of the natural byafs of affcc^ 
tion, if aiked the queftion they will 
impartially confirm every thmg I 
have faid. 

Would my grandfather and his 
lady have made it a point in their 
dying hour, when nothing but af- 
fairs of the greateft monatent,. and 
moil iblemn nature are attended to^ 
and when the foul fuperlor to all 
fublunary things, pays a regard to 
nothing but the ftridteft truth -, would 
they I fay, at fuch a timc> and in fb 
awful a manner, have laid their in- 
junftionis upon their only fop, to 
make a fuitahle provifion for me, 
had they not efteettted me as a por- 
tion of his flefh and blood* 

To'his own kindred I appeal, as 
living teflimonies of what I have hi- 
therto related, and to the pubtick 

fgr 
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for their impartial decifion in this 
iinportazu ca&j what chicanery) 
what fallacious arguments, have not 
been made ufe of to fcrccn truth, 
ahd kid« her from the worlds but 
her refulgent face cannot long be 
caiiceal'd ; anon^ ihe buHh out in a 
blaze of glorvr fronx the clouds 
whkh obicur'd ber^ and the utmoil 
efforts of nMlice, and detradtion^ are 
no longer able to iland in her divinqr 
prefence. 

I maka no doubt to the confide* 
tsfit, and attentive reader, the irra- 
tiofval proceedings of my father wilt 
appear as iiTuing fronv the meridian 
of MoorfieMsj and not from the cool 
dilates of a n>an renaarkable for 
good icD^e, and a knowledge of the 
weild, may the evil cS^ included 
in that line of an ancient poet> ia 
his cafe^ be averted, which ^ys, 

C 4 ^m: 
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^em Deus vult Perdere^ prius de^ 
mentat. 

Being advanced as far as my tenth 
year, and my mothers relations not 
caring to be at the expences of fup- 
porting me any longer, and as I was 
now of an age, fufficient to be intro- 
duced to bufinefs of fome kind or 
other, or ftiould it be judged proper 
to devote me to any of the learned 
profeffions, endowed with natural 
talents, fuch as in time might pro- 
bably elevate me above the common 
crowd, and make me confpicuous 
to the world j it was determined to 
fend me over to my father in Eng- 
Idndy that I might reap the benefit 
of the folemn engagements he had 
entered into at the requeft of his 
dying parents, on my account ; but 
hot certain what kind of a reception 

I 
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I might meet with, my mother who 
had now for fome time been mar- 
ried to Catulus Brien confented to 
farnifli me with a certificate of my 
birth, drawn out in the following 
manner. 

I do hereby certify that C. S. 
Nugenius the bearer y is the 
real Jon g/^ Tiberius Nugenius 
o/"Gosfield, in the county of 
Effcx, as witnefs my hand. 

Cleora Brien. 

Witnefs Eleonora Dardis. 

This Certificate my mother fign- 
ed as above, in the prefence of the 
witnefs mentioned, who was a near 
relation, and lived with her at that 
time. 

Having received this teftim'ony of 

my birth, I fet out firom Ireland in 

company with a young Gentleman 

C 5 im\ 
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fon of counfdlor Cbarttony and oiic 
of my fchool-feflows : when arrived 
at CheJIery we had the happincfe to 
meet with Hettry Bond Eiq ; who 
alfo was juft arrived from Dublin 
and going to London^ he was kind 
enough to increafe our little travelling 
ftore, which by rcafon of our being 
unacquainted with the impofitions 
fo frequently made ufc of upon the 
high-roads, was already fell fhortj 
he gave a particular charge to one 
Bolton^ mafter of a London carriage, 
to take the utmi^care of ua, and as 
he fliould be fometime in London 
before us, gciwroufly pfomifcd to 
vifit us at our inn, the Cafik xsk Al^ 
dcrfgate-flrett^ the fame day wc 
fhould get into town, and g»re bis 
young travellers, as he was ploa&d 
to call us, what funit€x aiBftaacc he 
fhould then find requiiite. 

Happy 
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Happ5^ was it fdr us, \4^e acciden-^- 
fdlly met with fo kind, fo humane 1 
feieftd, otherwife we muft have 
Ibund ourfelves in the deepcft diftrcfs, 
for a few minutes after our arrival in 
Jjondonj he came and acquainted us, 
fbatt neither mafter Cbarhon% father, 
^ imti!t were in. town > gave direct 
fion^ where to write to them, and a 
lirefti fupply of money, with ftridt 
Orders to our landlord not to let us 
want for any thing. 

According to th€C infl:nj<5tio«» % 
kad tJtt&itk from this gentleman, 
I wrdfe thatvery night to my father, 
fe«t was kfiiep in firfpeiKre two or 
f^ree days feefore I heard any thing " 
\ti retttrh-5 when late one evening, 
a pcrfl chake drove violently info the 
kin yard; a lufty t^l gentleman, 
wrap^d ttp i« a horfejuans coat, im- 
mediated ftep'd dut, and coming' 
mtothe nottfey iflai voic^ tihie tone of 

whick 
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which, not being niodulated in the 
mildeft ftrain, convey'd no very fa- 
vourable opinion of the fpeaker to 
the ideas of the ftanders by, thus 
addrefled himfelf to the lord of the 
Caftle 3 have you got friend in your 
cuftody a white headed boy from 
Ireland ? yes, why then do you not 
bring him? you never implied fo 
much before, was returned 5 if you 
was not ftupid friend, there could 
have been no neceffity to explain my- 
felf any farther 5 you might fpeak a 
little civiler, howfomever replied the 
landlord, but a horfe as never eat 
pats, one cannot cxpedl to h e 
was proceeding when the gentleman's 
wide coat turning afide accidentally 
difcover'd the blaze of a broad gold 
iac«, which had hitherto been con- 
ceal'd, the fight of which had fuch 
an efFe<3: imon the publican, as to 
Quike him rorget the remaining part 

or 
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of his courfe proverb, and elevating 
his voice a degree higher, why Tim 
do not yon light his honour up flairs, 
as you fee he is in fuch hafte, v^hat 
would your honour pleafc to have 
brought up ? bring a bottle of wine, 
a bottle of wine to the rofe this mo- 
ment, pleafe your honour permit 
me to light you up. 

Such was this dialogue, which 
with an aching heart I liftned atten- 
tively too on the flair head. 

Upon entering the room, ftt down 
the wine friend and retire, which 
being complied with, he drew a 
chair, and calling me from the cor- 
ner of the room where I was retired, 
and biting the ends of my fingers 
through fear, well my boy fays he, 
you come from Ireland I fuppofe ? 
yes, Sir, I replied, fortie days ago, 
ah, ah, your tongue betriays that 
ftifficiendy, who is your father I 

Tiberius 
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TiA^ita Nuginkis of O&sfidd Sir ^. 
who cokt ymk that bey ^ you mv^ be 
ml^aken; that gentieman^ kiferms 
jlMetherw^e: I wa« dwaysefteemed 
«fuch in Irekndy bcdi by hi» rela- 
tione afrd my ittochers; dUi tk», z% 
ties, faid h€ with half a feiile, and; 
'pot»n|g 0111 » gloft of wine^ come 
drink, I fuppofe yc^ CA:^: driftfc, iF 
Tiierius is^ yow ftidhw y©u caE^ drink;. 
alleF I had ^ank^ ii ym ar ^ (he per^ 
fon you fay, ^a:td that I caffle to en* 
qaire aftef , yoii have the mark of 
adeep fear, eccafiot/d by a bum, oh 
Ifce lefl jfide youf belly -^ which was 
no ^fdofter fiud, thatt pulling me to 
him, b^ f oofc out my thirty and 
having f^n the diftiflgni^ng cha-^ 
fadeitKck, it is alt right Wd he, 
and^ iaftef a eoii^fideradble paufe, et-* 
der«fd me touring the beHi 

The fewtdloftf comiiig up, do you* 
knew me was alhed? na^r, wbar 

fays. 
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fays bc> don't jtKi know dquire 
Forbes of Dwer^reet} thoiigh I 
know the ftreet very well, I cannot 
fay, I have knowledge of Any fucfi 
gentleman, well fafys he, eslltng 
him afide in a whifper k>ud encogh 
for HOC to hear, my name 1% Nugt^ 
niusy bat for fcnne private reafoni 
do not cHuife the youth fhould be 
made acqusanted with it as juft yet, 
then raMng his voice, and at the 
£ime tinae drawing etrt Ms purfe, 
here landlord, feid he, is fotoe mo- 
ney, do yon procure the youth fome 
cloths, more* fukiahfe » appear in, 
than what are on his badt, I fhall 
call again in a few days, and fatisfy 
you fm yoor trouble, in the mean 
time as I have no farther occafion 
for yo«, you are at liberty to gd 
down fkairs. 

When left to onrfelvcs, addrefling 
himfelf to me,^ Irave yon brought 

along 
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along with you no letters from your 
mother, and friends in Ireland ? 
none Sir, I replied, excepting a cer- 
tificate of my birth, wrote by my 
mother, which I no fooner produ- 
ced, than he fnatched it from me, 
and with an air of feeming indiffe- 
rence, not without fymptoms of an- 
ger, tore it to pieces, faying, as this 
idle paper will be of no ufe but to 
exafperate . Nugenius agairift you, 
think me your friend in defboying 
it, be cautious what you fay, and 
expert to hear more in a little time, 
which was no fooner faid, than he 
went away, and left me to reflcft 
upon my melancholy (ituation* 

Some days after this, one Mr. 
Brifiow a perriwig-maker in St. AU 
ban^-Jireety came to the inn, with 
orders from my father, to difcharge 
the fniall arreas due to the landlord, 
and take me along with him to hi$ 

owa 
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own houfe : I foon found it had been 
determined that this Brijiow fhould 
take me as an apprentice; and wa$ 
to receive as a preriiium at my being 
bound, fifty pounds, for initiating mc 
in the profound art, and myfteries 
^o£ which he was a profeflbr. 
. ." Conibious lily own abilities would 
^ > never let mc attain to the degree oJF 
I an adept, in this noble fcience, and 
after fonie days fpent at the powder 
tub, I with great difficulty prevailed 
upon my father, to extricate me out 
of the fuds, and rather than com-^ 
pel me to depend upon fo mean a 
bufinefs for my future fyibfiftance, a 
bufincfs fo much inferior to the rank 
and chara<fter of both my parents, 
as well as my education ; to give me 
the liberty of ferving his majefty on 
board one of his fliips of war, tho' 
it were in the mcaneft capacity, I 
was the more emboldend to aik this 

favour. 
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favour, as fuch a propofal had been 
made mc feme time before. 

This requcft of mine with fecm* 
ing reluftance, at length was grant-^ 
ed: the ftation procured me^ though 
no greater than that of captains fer« 
vant^ as it v^tas the gift of my gene* 
iQu» father^ I cheaifuUy accepted of. 
la which capacity^ foiBebme af* 
terward$ I embai ked on board his 
ms^efty's fhip the Windfor of fixty 
gans> capt. ibomai ffannaway com<« 
mander, 2K>t in the leaife doubting 
from my fathers affluem fortune I 
ihould in every refped be iuital4y 
equip'd for the fervice I was now en-^. 
g^cdin. 

With this pcrfuafion I took leave 
of my &ther, who a» a frefli proof 
of has aiFe£)ion» £bat me l^ the 
hand$ of his valet> one Chrtjit^ber 
Carmen^ a preleiH: of five n^lii^&» 
no doubt to biMir my expencea do^or 

to 
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to Pfymouthi in the fame profxxrtion, 
he extended his liberality to my fear 
chcft, v^^hich not being ftored with 
one half the compliment ufual on 
fuch occailonst would have proved 
quite infuflicient> had k not been for 
the generdtilty and lundneA of the 
captain^ who out of compaillon, 
Ordered his own taylor to furaifh 
me with what was wanting. 

It luckily happen'd, that Mr. B^^ 
ley the captains fteward;^ at thig timus 
being obliged to attend a waggon 
loaden with ilores for the captains 
ufe, down to Plymouth^ I was put 
imder his care, and when arrived at 
my joumeys^ end> was immediately 
fent on board. 

During the (hort time I was on the 
. watery element, I had twice the plear 
fure of feeing my country triumf^ 
hi her native ocean» being preient at 

the 
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the deftruftion of two French fleets 
in the fame year, the firft, by thofc 
experienced commanders hox^An^ 
foriy and Sir Peter Warren^ and the 
fecond, by the never too much 
efteemed and gallant admiral Hawke» 

As the defeat of thefe fleets, and 
the capture of fb manv fine fhips, 
the diflxefs of tlie Gaf Itchy and the 
glory of the Britijh flag,^ in that 
remarkable year, cannot be unknown 
- to any of my readers, I fhall fet 
afide giving any account of thofe 
glorious adions, and proceed to 
myfelf. 

On my return to England, at the 
conclufion of the late general peace, 
being difchargcd from my (hip, and 
•defirous of giving the moft early 
teftimonies of my duty ;and obe- 
dience, I waited upon my father, 
and presented him with my letter of 
attorney, to receive my prize mo- 
ney 
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Dey, which amounted to a confide* 
rable fum, and frequently on my 
future viiits, humbly entreated him 
to make fome other provifion for 
me. 

Sometime after» my father in*- 
jbrmed me, he had procured me a 
birth> in the honourd)le EaJi^India 
"Company, which he called a lieu- 
tenant of an India craft, and upon 
which ibtion I was immediatelyita 
enter, but leveral circumilances which* 
had lately occurred, giyiag me no 
fmall room to fufpedthe integrity 
of my father s intentions, ai|d ftrong** 
ly pointing out to me, the neceifi^ of 
the ^eateft circum^pe<iipn : I. had 
recourfe to the advice/ cff fHeod^ 
who neconmiended it tp mej to en« 
quire into the nature of fymli a fta-^ 
tion, and the reality of my ^ther'a 
having procured it ios me., ;; r 
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Accwcfirtgly, I mettle appKcatio» 
to fame gwilieman in the India ^ 
Hmffcy aftd quickly fbtind tfie pru- 
dmce of fuch -precatttion ; being 
informed, I was to be enrolled by 
lite fiiaitaous utoie of Trbomas Thri'- 
ketty vtttA 1ft no other ftation, tji*^ 
liiat of' captain'sf ^fervant - a* before, 
Ae aftbmflimeKt I *wra» fei^^ed with, 
^ thte dJfcovery of fth dark a de%n: 
ift'Otty^wn fitthe^, liiiayjcfftjy f^i 
tf«d€^9 dfeferfptibni for ^hat. haij 
I «io«'4b ipprdiehd, *orti lb Mpici- 
owfe a drctrtttfferner: btit akfe! tJ«» 
wts only the profogue to ftteh-fccne^ 
df Iff^maYHty, ^ no trhi^iHan eaf 
M«i^ Heair^^^ViAet* amkwn^^ or* 
fltot^4^raftfel;> -'Tlfc airing nartte^bf 
PtMf^ft;^ ^ek^tfort'dt! y e § fe^teft etttr^ 
f^jli fii toy*; breaft a tiat^ Tha* 
iie^toeftei, htit on 4§ie ttmtrary 
was an utt8^'fl*s!n^-tbi^'He5icet^^^^ lo 
fafePaS^ltaowing it to be the niaiden 

name 
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name 6f my ftfher's firft Itdy, 
itowevep, I fefohned to conceal my 
appf€^A(ioiiB as much as^poffifale^ 
and only ^cpre^ my a¥ef6(Mi to tke 
▼#yag€, aiid in ^ moft fagMiblo 
manner ^nfereated, he woiAd ht 
pleaCei to m^ke ifomeotlier ptoKi^ 
fxcfflj fer tnes Inrt ikiAng^ my Ya^ef 
inAexiMe iiiki^ rtMfaAon, ^Rd that 
I c<xdd pronufi^ myfelf but 6mtt 

aequaiiiCed him wl^ the ^dl^&wtf 
I had made at t^ TfuHa^mtift, and^ 
die in&ytWMMa 1 had firdm thetioa 
received. Stung* at die dSbb^ery^, 
ai^d looking upen his defi^s^ jic^ 
ieail Ibr that time fiiigftrated, het>iri^ 
otit iii 1^ eKfireHMA r^defl^uiicdd 
venge«ice ^a^inft fne,' feir my4SA^' 
faedienee aft fie termed. it| t>aai8lMt 
mekk prefeiice^ ^ndehlu'ged mm v^ 
af^each tymij jor hB^u]fe^fK> ikieia^ 
atfiiy p«§lf ^ o* 

As 
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As foon as I wais re?pvierM from, 
the confufioA this hard fentence 
plunged me in. I befought him to 
kt me have part of my prize money, 
for my fubfiftance, but that, Uiis 
inexqr&ble parent aUb denied) sdledg^ 
ingr it vfzi infufiicient to repay the 
expences, he had been at, in bring-^ 
ing me up : thus in a moment fur- 
roanded with penury and diflrefs, 
without parent, without friend, ex- 
pofejd to the wide wprld, bcfet with: 
illsy covered with misfortunes, and 
drove hy a torrent of defpair ; what 
could I do, I had heard that his late 
royal highnefs the Prince of Wales^ 
tho' pl^ed in too exalted a fphere to; 
be: acqiisudted ^rith the commpn 
calamities and diilreifes of human 
nature) was^ pofTeffed of a heai:t fuf- 
oeptible of every tender imprefFionj. 
s^ >. re^ l^^Kid ^ways {bett^h'd out . 
to raife up ajffliidion from the du/)i 
: \ , ' or 
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or fuccour with liberal bqlunty the 
pangs of unmerited diftrcfs, to him, 
my. father being then fteward^ of 
his houftiofti; I deterniincd moft 
humbly to addrefs myfetf, and lay 
tife detail of my forrows at^hfe fcet^ 
which J accordingly did, when his 
nK>ft royal highnefe, upon enquiry 
iiito the truth of my cjdle, was moft 
gracioufly pkafed to order me an 
inrmicdiate fupply, and alfo condes- 
cended to lay his commands on my 
father, to provide for mc as in duty 
he ought. But my father was fov 
greatly incenfed at this application, 
that regardkfs of his royal injunc- 
tions, he was ndw refblved to fet no 
boufids tQ his peHecutionV 

I lodged 'at. the George^Inn in the , 
Hay^Markety wh6* early one morn- 
ing, who fliould pay me a vifit, but 
my quondam friend the perriwig- 
maktr-i a ihaii' dedicated td^my fa- 
D ther*« 
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ther'6 purpofcs, and made ufe of by 
him, as an inflrument to execute 
his unnatural defigns againfthis own 
child. This humane gentleman, 
covering his fraudulent intent, un- 
der the cloak of friend{hip> after 
paffing the comnK>n falutation, told 
me the purpofe of his coming was 
to acquaint me> that Tiberius in 
perfon intended to call upon me at 
eleven, and that he certainly had 
fomething in view, very advantage- 
ous to my intereft, which would 
then be communicated, io^ defired 
me not to be abfent at the time ap- 
pointed, highly animated with fo 

. imcommon a mark of my father s 
kindnefs, my bofbm glowed with 

gratitude, and I ardently wifhed for 
the hour, that would permit me at 
his &et, to implore his pity, and^ik 
his benedidiion; the long expected 
hour at length arrived^ and every 

moment 
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moment encreafcd my anxiety ; the 
rapturous tumult which agitated my 
mind) at the Slopes of meeting, fo 
unexpededly meeting, a kind re- 
lenting parent, far exceeds the de- 
fcription of the moft fervent pen, 
iXkd nothing but the indelible cha- 
raders which nature hath (lamped 
upon the human fouU can poflibly 
give a true idea of. 

As I fat in my window, with a. 
foul full of expedxttion, my heatt 
rebounded at the found of every" 
coach, and my eyes were attentively 
fix:'d upon the remoteft chair in view; 
the found of a perfon enquiring for 
Nugenius\t length, ftruck my ears, 
I hurried down ftairs, and the fight 
of a great bluff fellow, with an iroi> 
countenance, ftruck an immediate;* 
damp all over me, where is the 
gentleman? that is Nugenita \vzsr 
anfwered from the barr, then Sir I 
D z haver 



r 
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have fonjie bufioefs with you> a letter 
Sir ; and calling mc into the entry, . 
a, gentleman wlK>ni you claitn a near 
relation too^ fays he, with a gaftly 
fmile, fends yoa this , letter, whkh 
drawing forth frona ar gyeafy pocket-: 
book, he added; is without farther 
ceremony, neither more nor lefe 
than a warrant, you muft go along 
with me this inilant be£[^e ju/Uce 
Fielding -, incapable of anfMjering, 
I was dragg^ through the piiblidk' 
fhreets in an inhuxxianj manner, to 
themagiftratcs houfc in Btyip-Jh-eet 
Covent'Garden \ the juftice was no 
fooncr informed of my being there^. 
than a meiTenger was fent to acquaint, 
my father, who immediately attend-, 
ed ; on his arrival, I was directly . 
ordered in, which order was coun*. 
termanded, till a conference was 
ended, which my fathef hsid deiiredii 
at length being. order94':^<ln)4^nci^ 

I was 
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I was thus addrcffcd by his wor- 
ship. 

How come you Sir to be trouble* 
fome to this gentleman ? in the midft 
of my corifufion, I replied, he was 
my father, and hope he will be kind 
enough to do fomething for me, fo 
far as to relieve me from my prcfent 
diftrefs 5 whereupon my father turn- 
ing (hort to the juftice, he faid Sir 
^twill'be better 'to fend the fellow Jfo 
Bridenvelly than be troubled with hiff 
impertinenGe ^ terrified vdth the 
dread of a prifon, 1 fell on my knees 
and dfFcred to comply with anything 
thatihould be propofcd, my father 
then applying himfelf to Mr. Field-- 
ingy faid, Sir I am eternally tedfed 
both in public and in private about 
him ; and never ftiall be at eafe, 
till he is locked up; adding ifl ^he 
moft unbecoming language, tjiofe 
B— .^h' bf Quality, either feel 
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for him, or pretend to .do fo, tofuch 
a degree that the perpetual larum 
now founds in my ear ; the juftice 
cafting his eyes upon me, feeming to- 
be mov'd, exprefled fome figns of 
lenity and compaflion 5 and the whole 
tenour of my father*s aftions to- 
wards m^, which encouraged by 
jiim, I gave a full account of, appear- 
ing perfe£tly cruel and inhumane, 
not only he, but feveral other gen- 
tlemen then prefent, gcneroufly be- 
came interceuors with xiw father in 
Xfxj behalf, whereupon he propQfed 
giving me ten pounds, upon condi- 
tion I fhould inftantly go to Ireland^ 
where he agreed to remit me the 
fame fum annually^ for four years to 
come, but that I (hould in prefence 
execute a bond for the whole fifty 
pounds, to this I agreed, received 
the ten pounds, and executed the 
bond in uie penalty of one hundred 

jpounds. 
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pounds, with a fpecial covenant for 
mv immediate departure, which 
when I figned Nugenius^ he ilruck 
out, and obliged mi to fign by the 
feigned liame of Thomas Plunkett^ 
though the juftice was kind enough 
to remonftrate with him upon that 
headi by reaibn the warrant lud 
been £lled up with Nugcmus, but in 
vain. 

Being by this means delivered 
from the warrant; jpurfuant to the 
engagement , in a tew days I em** 
barked for Jr^Z^jv^, comforting my- 
felf with the hopes of a better fon- 
tune^ and that by my induftry and 
application in fbme buiinefs or other, 
I might be able to procure a decent 
fupport, the aforefakl allowance had 
it been paid me, being barely fuffi- 
cient to keep me from ftarving. 

On my arrival in Ireland^ I imme-* 

diately ^drefTed myfdf to all thofe, 

D 4 from 
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iromwhofe.geiierofity ptcpmpaflion, 
I could hope the kift favour or 
aififtance, informed them of my 
earneft .defirc of entermg into fome 
.bufijiefs, and it was no fmall coni$>- 
lation .to me, to find. my intentions 
approved, and amongft others, the 
honorable colonel Mac Giure^ a re- 
lation of my^mother's aififted me in 
a particular manner, to get the better 
of my misfortunes^ by procurihg me 
a handfome largefs ffom my mo- 
ther, which out of his. own bounty, 
•he increafcd to a fum of ^ thirty 
pounds. 

Ihadlikewife^boutthis timc^idM^ 
happinefs of meeting with ihy old 
frien^vMr. Bond^ at xhi^OJobe^eoffee'^ 
MoufemEffex-Street Dublin^ whofc 
humane regards to me, I can never 
fufficiently acknowledge, to whom 
I related the barbarous treatment I 
liad nfiet with in Lmdon^ which he 

heard 



Ti&f Opprefled Captive. 69 

iieard not without amazement. By 
his advice» I made it my bufinefs to 
look out for a fliop, properly fitua- 
ted for the file of groceries in 
Dame^Street^ 

1 foon found one fit for the purpofe, 
I acquainted Mr. BonJ therewith^ 
who was fo kind as to recommend 
me to the notice of J\Jr. Brennan^ 
Si merchant in Auftgier-Street : the 
money I now was poflefled of a- 
mounting through the bounty 0^ 
Mr. Bow^'io almoft forty pounds, 
was^aid out in repairing the fhop, 
and the remaining part was expend- 
ed in purchafin^ my. ftock, Mr. 
Brennan gcneroufly giving me credit 
fot as much more. 

Being thus placed l^hind my 
compter, my thought^ began to 
ftream in a different current, I flat- 
tered myfelf, by an affiduous appli- 
cation to my bufinefs, I might ac- 
D 5 (juirb 
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quire a comfortable fupport, not 

doubting, but abfence, and the in- 

fignificant charge I fhould now be to 

my father, was he to perform his 

engagements in the annual allowance, 

might rid me of all apprehenfions 

for the future, of farther cruelties 

from his hands; and who would not 

have entertained the lame opinion, 

but how infatiable^is a perfecuting 

Jpirit, no teftimonies of an induflri- 

ous difpofition, nor the laudable de«- 

iSre of endeavouring, by afGduoufly 

profccuting the bufinefs of my little 

(hop, to be capable of fupporting my- 

fclf, could proteft me from my father's 

reftlefs malice, which now began 

its rapid progreis. 

About^^rec weeks after I was 
fetded in bufinefs, two ill looking 
men came into my fhop, and aiking 
for fome brandy, were no fooncr 
fervid, than one of them faid^ I 



^e Oppreffed Captive. 71 

fUppofe Sir your name is Nugenius^ 
lanfwcred in the affirmative, I fhall 
make bold to change it then by virtue 
of a writ, which being immediately 
produced, Aruck me with fucha- 
mazement, *.that I loft the ufe of 
/jpeech for Ibme time; you dont 
know -one Tiberius Nugenius^ con- 
tinued he, at the fame time pointing 
to where the name was wrote, nor 
you don't remember the fifty pounds 
you borrowed, and then run away 
with. No, no, you don't remember 
all this, to be fure j I anfwered, I 
hope gentlemen, my father did not 
order you toabufe me in the execution 
of your office ; arrah, by my flioul, 
but you are not your father S fon, 
wifely returned the other, for your 
name is Plmketty but what matters 
all this jaw, come along, come along 
to your new lodging. I entreated 
earncftly for a few minutes to fccure 
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my bqoks, and fliut ,up .my fhc^» 
but was in moft abufiye language de- 
nied, one of the inhumane catch- 
poles fcizing me by the collar, would 
not permit me even to take what 
little money I had io my till, but 
dragged me without cerempnie, to 
that manfion of wretchednefs, the 
Black Dog Prifon 5 the bond which 
I executed before the juftice in Lon^ 
doriy being the inftrument made ufe 
of to lodge me in this difmal place, 
it having Ijeen in Dublin ^s long as 
myfelf. 

Refolved to aft with the utmoft hon- 
our I direftly fent an account to Mr. 
. Brennan the merchant, . of the fad 
reverfe in liiv affairs, defiring he 
would fell all my effefts, pay him- 
felf the fum he had fo kindly gave 
me credit for, and return the ballance 
tome; all which he performed, and 
juftly accounted with me, nor did 

his 
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his favours Aop here; for I daily ex* 
perienced them during my confine- 
ment. 

Eight months did I pafs away in 
this goal, liberty appearing in the 
fame point of view^s at firft. abatji^- 
doned by my relations, J had almoft 
iaid by hope itfelf the laft refort of 
wretchednefs, and m the moil deiU- 
tute and abject condition ; when it 
pleafed Alrpighty Goodncfe to loQk 
down upon my diftrefs, and to take 
away from ,the weight of my op- 
prenion, by infpiring the hearts of 
a noble earl, and an honourable lady» 
to compafliotiate my fu&rin^s, and 
extricate me from this abyfs of mi- 
fery ; in fhort, they moft generouHy 
enabled me to give bai} for the adtion^ 
of which intention, I no ibon^r gave 
notice of, according to ^e due 
courfe of i^w, to .Mr. Brady the at- 
tornej^, culled oul by my father, as 

moft 
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moft prq>er to condud thefe hone* 
lable proceedings, O might the gain 
of fuch honour, be the only reward 
of fuch pains : but he the more efieo- 
ally to recommend himfelf to his 
employer, by further oppre£Bng the 
opprefled, charged me with a^Jecond 
ajftion, of one hundred pounS^, be- 
ing the penalty of the iaid bond, 
widcedly imagining dioueh I might 
find bail for mty, I could not for a 
hundred and fifi^ ; but this was too 
Emigrant an infiance of cruel^ to de- 
ter my generous iiiends fiv)m their 
charitable defign, whoperfifting in 
&eir compaffionate reibludons, I was 
at length by their means, once more 
reftored to liberty. 

About two days after my releafe 
from confinement, I acddently met 
Mr. Robert Nument^ my father's 
agent, at the GkbeJCoffee-Hmfe in 
Dublin^ with whom I remonibated 

on 
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on my father's proceedings aeainft 
me, the unparaleU'd cruelty or bar* 
baroufly, and unjqftly throwing me 
into a goal, when I was in a c^-* 
city genteely to have fupported my- 
Jelf, without making any further 
application to him; and^ my being 
then (hough out of prifbn, fdll dd^ 
titute of every means of fupport. 

This gentleman feeing me at liber^ 
ty, and fenfible fliould I conteft tha 
bond, on which I had been detained, 
I fhould certainly fucceed, and ima- 
gining he could not more eafily gain 
my father's efteem, (being no Aran- 
ger to his crael difpofition) then by 
difplaying his art in contriving feme 
fuither means of opprefiing me, kit 
upon the following method, he 
afl^^ed a great concern at my fuffer* 
ings, and made a voluntary ofier of 
his utmoft fervices, confifled the 
treatment I had met with, wasreaty 

very 
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yery har4 ^nd expxefled an inclina- 
tion to aflift me with a fum of mo« 
pey, QDvdd he but form to himfelf,. 
a probability of being repaid, and 
at length, jfaidhe would venture to 
advance me ten pounds,, and run the 
.rifque. But I replied, that fum 
would be of no fcrvice to me ; that 
I owed fome fmall matters, which I 
was defirous of paying, and intend- 
ed to embark for Brijioly in order to^ 
entreat the advice and 'affiftance of 
my brother Hiberinus NtigeniuSy who 
I heard was then there ; 1 was like- 
wifq in great want of aparrel ^ there- 
fore lefs then twenty pounds would 
jaot anfwer my ends, with little per- 
fwaiion, this generous and humane 

§entleman poraplijed, inftigated by 
^ le father of hypocrify and lies, art- 
•fi^lly to con<:eal, under the cloak of 
humanky, defigns of the blackeft 
nature^ not fu^e(^ii^ his diaboli*^ 

cal 
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cal intentions J and labouring under the 
greateft anxiety of mind, as well as 
the moft pinching aecef&ty^ I was 
induced to accept this pernicious 
offer, and executed a bond for the 
fame> in which was inferted, a pc- 
.nalty of one thouiand pounds; thb 
bond he immediately tranfaiitted to 
nmy father in England^ to be ready for 
the intended purpofe of immuring 
xne again in prifon at his pleafure. 

Having received this money, paid 
my few debts, and provided myfelf 
^ith fome neGefTaries; I embarked 
for the city of' JBriJioi, and on my 
^rival there, J waited on my'brother, 
to whom I related my fufferings, and 
intfeated hiis good offices with my 
father for obtaining me a refloration 
•to his favour, not being ccmfcious of 
luving forfeited it any otherwifcj 
than by declining his propo&l to go 
to the Ei^-Indies^ and by petitioning 

his 
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his royal highnefs the Prince of 
Waks^ in my great diftrefs, and if 
thcfc were crimes, they were fuch 
only as real diflrefs had occafioned» 
though I had been perfecuted for 
them with relendefs ftiry ; there^ 
fore earneftly hoped a brother's fuf- 
ferings would meet pity, — ^bat alafs! 
how gready was J difepointed, pity 
and companion were . banifhed his 
breaft, and his behariour proved 
him an intire ftranger to the com- 
mon principles of humanity. 

Our firft meeting was attended 
wkh pretty high words, however, he 
at length condefcended fo far as to 
bid me rail on him the next day, 
accordingly in the morning I waited 
upon him. 

: He fent for me up ftairs, being 
yet in bed, though the fun had al- 
ready gaiaed his highefl: afcent ; he 
t^irew open the curtains, and I was 

im- 
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immediately complimented with, 
how come you Sir, to be troubleibine 
fo early ? I thought Sir you ordered 
me to wait upon you this morning ; 
what if I did, fays he, is that a rea- 
(on why you fhould hunt me before 
T am out of bed, what do you want, 
what do you pla^e me ioc} Sir, I 
replied, fetting afide the ties of affi- 
nity, which you are pleafed to de« 
nie, though all the rhetorick you 
are mafler of, will never be able to 
overpower truth, or perfuade the 
world, one man is not our father ; 
let the force of hunaanity plead fbf 
me, fland betwixt me and my fa- 
ther's anger, mitigate his wrath, and 
let me not be toil about the world 
deftitute of fupport, and have no 

Elace to lay my head, if not to me, 
e juft at leaft to your father, and 
yourfelf; prevent the world from 
cenfuring, I was proceeding in this 

inan-^ 
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manners but was interrupted, with, 
no methodift fermon, no pr^ching> 
Oou*8, what would the madi have ? 
what is- not Sir in your power to 
give, humane ufage; I think I am 
overilocked, both with humanity 
and patience, toheiar a detail of fuch 
fttifF; but I fuppofe the truth is, 
you coGDie upon the old errand you 
have ib often teisedmy^ik^ier wi^ > 
money fticnd, money, now for a 
modeft requeft> how much 'want 
you ; Sir ib is too trice, I .have na 
money to carry me ;up to Ltrndm^ 
what you think proper for that pur- 
pofe, will do me at prefent the 
greateft fervice ; Tom^ give him pen 
and ink, vn'ite a receipt friend ; for 
what fum Sir ? ftay now I tibink 
better of it, I will do itfmyfelf, give 
me the paper, be wrote upon the 
pillow, and delii^red it to me to 
ugn; I read as^llows, Ipromiicto 
- ^^ -.- pax 



pay to I'iherinusNt^musot c»4^» 
on demand, thefum o&'fxit guineii 
for value rccdvcd: I took no netice 
of this amazing fnm, but cooly * 
taking np the pen, fet my name to 
the paper, then taking^ i^ the p^ce 
betwixt my &iger and th^Qib, I faid, 
this Sir; I /hall take care to preferve^ 
as a perpetual memorandum of pa-^ * 
temal aro£bion, and to what ^i ex- ^ 
ce&of/lib«^ty:j the force^ of hu- 
vasM/iY ^^ capable of iirging fuch a*' 
tender hearted man as < my brother ' 
T^hrinus*, liaid no more^ buttuita-' 
ingihort, left the room wkhovtt any 
further ceremony^ - * , 

He wiote an^^cottAt Wttrtf fgnSm 
in LonJm^ by the netf {m^V - of iny ^ 
being, in Bi-ykly and the-ufegcl he'-' 
had Qipet widv^from me^ the bond he • 
had received from JreiamlyV^B im* 
mediately tranfmitted to T^ib^rinusy 
with a writ thereupon* agaiiift me^/ kk 

the 
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the penalty of onethou£ind poufidtf^ 

00 non payment ; and, the cup of 
my Afflictions not being by him 
thought fidl enough, another goal 
was now to be my portion ; but as 
if my being conduced to prifpn ia 
the ordinary manner was not enough 
to fatisfy the moft implacable malice, 
toy good brother willing to recom- 
merul himfelf to my father, by fume 
diitinguifhingadfc ot inhumanity, con-> 
defcended to perform the ofKce of a 
bailiff's fetter, in the following man* 
ner : a few mornings after, our afore- 
faid conference ; as Iwas walking 
folitarily towards thq Hof^fPeils, mu- 
finguppn my laelanchoiy fituatioo, 

1 iiiie:scpededly met in thfe road my 
^vjl genius, he chetked his reins 
upon light of me, and called me to 
hun, hark you Sir, fays he, meet 
me at the br^akfafting room, about 
ten o'clocl( to*morrow> and you £ball 

hear 
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hear of fomething to your advanClge|^ 
hcfure you fail not bong there at me 
time, Decaufe I am obliged to attend 
buiinefs in another place before 
elevens I promifed tobepundual^ 
and he fpurred on. 

The next morning I failed not my 
appointment, where I methim.ac* 
cording to promife ; he retired along 
v^ith me into a private room, and 
called for two dimes of cc^ee ; the ; 
diicourfe at length ieding upon the 
old affair, his bafe iniinuendoes^ and ; 
indecent reflexions on my mc^r, 
compelled fome warm words from 
mes feeming ftung with the fmart- 
nefs of one of my anfwers, he took the 
cj^rtunity of rifing up, and flrik* ^ 
ing the table with great violence;, in ^ 
an elevated voice ; faid, then yoa - 
rafcal if nothing can tame you, but 
confinement, you (hall have fufficient 
of itj at which inilant the door 

open- 
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opening, Mr. iRikies the baliff at*- 
tended by one of His followers came 
in> and laid hold of me; feveral 
gentlemen who were in the adjacent 
rooms^> upon hearing the baftle we 
now made, entered our apartment, 
arid enquiring into the caufe of the 
diftttrbanccj my brother replied, an 
irtfolent rafeal I have laid by the heels 
for- a fniall adtion of a thoufand 
p&uhdfe^ is^ become obftreperous 
ta£ke the feUbw away officer, take 
him away.- Fye fye, faid a gen^ 
tleman, which if I rightly * remem- 
ber, was Mr. Crosby y addreffing him- 
felTto my brother, if- you won't re- 
lieve the- poor young. feHow, don't 
ufe-him in this barbarous manner^ 
tdi Mie not Sir' of barbarity, the 
viUaiti ought'to be gibbited alive, for 
impofing himfelf upon die public as 
iriy^brother; -brother or not brothefi 
h&4s your vep^ pi<3:ure:by G— dj re- 
turned 
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turned Mr. Crosfy^ and I would at 
leall have fo much regard for a glafflr 
that reprefentcd me in fuch perfec- 
tion, as not to deftroy it— you arc at 
will to jeft Mr. Crosiy as much as 
joupleaie, hut I have my father's 
exprefs commands £>r woat I do, 
afid fink me, but to goal he fhall go, 
ihould all die world intercecd for 
liim; but ia what light muft the 
jhiblic look upon you Nugenius^ if 
you deicend £0 low as to perfons^e 
the vfle character of a bailmrs fol- 
lower? £ud one Mr. Lyncb^ who 
was now one di the crowd, retrieve 
dlds fabfe ftep, and let the young 
man to about his bufinefs ; let him 
go cmcer; that Sir, I cannot do^ 
&id Mr. BJbodeSy who ;had hold of 
me fHll, but if Nugenius^ fays the 
ftrord, in prefeftce of all thefe worthy 
gentlemen, I will witli the greateft 
pleafurc releafe him, and aik no- 
£ thkrg 
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thing for my trouble, for by G— d 
the writ would have laid dormant in 
my pocket thefe feven years had 
not he compelled me to do my 
office, by fetting this man himfelf : 
you are an infolent rafeal^ replied 
my brother, and deferve to be well 
caned,— the rafcal you may take to 
yourfelf, and as to the caning part, I 
wifh you had courage to attempt it j- 
during this altercation, I fat drowned 
in tears, confufed, and even ftupc-. 
fied at the fudden ftroke ; when one 
of the gentlemen coming to me,- 
kindly asked me, if I had any mo-, 
ney, which I anfwering in the nc-; , 
gative, he applied himfelf to my 
compaflionate kinfman, in this man- ^ 
ncr; Nugeniusy the unhappy young i 

fellow is deftitute of cafh, I hope, 
you intend not to add to yourinhu-, 
manity, by fending him pcnnylefs 
to fo difmal a place, Mr. Rhodes be 

fo 
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l€*^ got^d-as to ihibrnr tKe youpg |;en- 
tleman, what money will be wanted* 
to keep the poor mzvi from ftarving; 
kt him ftarve and he damned, was 
returned,— and without money rd-' 
^ies 'die dfficer, ' ftarve Tie miift, and 
yj^orfb^ daitin'd he cannot be, then 
^en he finds himfelf at his entrance 
iiifo prifon, furrounded by. a group of 
tiSeiagre wretches, demanding the 
tributS of five. fhilHfigs for what they' 
c4l giarhilh, it -being cuftomary to 
fiiake'a depofite of that diredly, 
part of whichi is applied to the pur- 
chafe of coals, and the remainder to 
allay the drought pf throats feldbnx 
gratified with' any thing fupcrior to^ 
finaple elefiient;. if^ the money i& 
not paid, he certainly undergoes the? 
cereftloity of ftri^ping, and is left to 
llarv'e without pity, ^and-without re- 
dfrcft) neither is *ther9 in th|s place ^ 
-• - i.'.t ■•: ^: ;£ 2 ■'*•'••, any 
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aavallawaiice cf breads Co ufiial H 
otner prifons* 

The ftanders by were all af&dcd 

with a fenfe of the mifoies I was 

doomed to fui&r f no enti^alsea wero 

wanting, but all in vaini for it» 

boifterous iea, is^ the rage of fauniii 

canes niight iooncr be Ai^Ucated ^ 

iiflen to .the prayera of fiaking oa^ 

vigators, than this Inhuman omhkk 

fition of pride, cruelty and mmo& 

be perfuaded'to turn an ear, to the; 

difUtes of pity andcompaflion i ^ 

gendemen to crown all dieir favoura 

generoufly made a colleen fox mc^ 

to which this humane officer, whq^ 

had me in his charge, cpn^btited 

half a guinea ; I menlioa this witll^ 

more pleafure, as there are buit few 

inilances of fuch humani^ to bft 

found, m people of hisflatiop : WQ 

(et out foon after for Gbuf^Ur^ 

where I was fefignqd up thefpUow« 



tng evening to the care of Mr. Ben^ 
jamin Hewmings^ keeper of the 
caftkr 

Thus the reader finds toe once 
more* plunged in the horrors of a 
god, and furrounded widi drcum- 
ftances of the deepeft diftrefs ; for 
after the confumption of the fmall 
fum I had received from the benc- 
Toknce of the gentlemen at the 
Hot^Wellsy I muft inevitably have 
jperifhed for want, had not the re- 
port of fuch unprecedented cruelties 
^read itfelf abroad, and excited the 
compaffioh of the benevolent and 
humane, for whofe benign regards; 
I here muft humbly beg leave to re- 
turn my moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments 5 impelled by a fenfc of the 
gretteft duty, in filent refpe<ft, I for-i 
bear to mention her, whofe elevated 
tank and dignity ftrikes with awe, 
and whofe innumerable^ virtues at-^^ 
E 3 tjad. 



traft atxmce the love, and refpe^t of 
all mankind; not under the fame 
embaraffment to the reft of niy ge-^ 
nerous benefaftours Rowland Pitty 
Efq ; of the city of Glouc^er^ for 
hjis frequent favours, and iikewifc 
to Mrs* Owen^ a lady of fortune in 
the fame city,, who iiot only cloatbed 
me, whep I was almoft naked^ and 
pref»ved me from the fangs of pinch-* 
ing neceffity, but became a generous 
interccffor with my father, in my • 
behalf, though to little purpofe* 

The eight months of melancholy 
wretohednefs, I fpent in this place, 
would have been equal in diffarefs, to 
what I experienced during my con- 
finement in the Black* Dog prijon in 
Dublin^ had ^ot an accident happen-^ 
ed, which ingratiated me to Mr^ 
Hemmings the keeper; the felons iri 
this prifon, by fome femifiipfs in th^ 
legiikture^ too frequent in moil of 

tht 
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the county goals in this kingdom, 
arc permitted the fame liberty, witli 
the uuhappy people confined for 
debt, and mo beneiit of the fame 
yard is promifcuoufty enjoyed by both 
in the day-time, and not till nine 
in the evening are they^ locked up in 
their diftinft ward ; at which time a 
great brindled maftiff, a conftant at- 
tendant of the turnkey, marches 
in a ftately manner before him, with 
the mafly keys, that command the 
entrance or thofe infernal manfions 
held in his- fatal jaws, which his 
mailer ^med with a great oak fap- 
ling i when arrived at the ponderous 
door, demands the fuppliant minifter 
to deliver up 3 the necefiary duty be- 
ing performed, Cerberom immedia- 
tely retires to his den, and his 
mailer to reil. 

It* happened one evening, the 

£don8 under fentence of Uranfporta- 

E 4 tion,. 
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don^ having concerted a iciieme to 
make their efcape, were then about 
to put it in execution, to which pur- 
pofe feveral had freed themfelves 
from their fetta^s, their intent was 
when Bedal the turnkey came at 
the lock-up hour to fecure them, to 
knock him down with the billets, 
(made ufe of for firing) and feize 
upon the keys, a difpute arifing a- 
mongft them, juft at the critical mo-^ 
ment, and encreafing to high words, 
was luckily overhead by fome of 
the debtors, who on die inftant 
came and acquainted Mr. Bedal of 
the fame, he called immediately 
three or four of us to his affiftancei 
and armed withcutla^ and blud** 
geons; Cerberus alias Uon leading 
the van, we foon quelled the defpc^ 
rate villains, though not till fev^^ 
wounds were diftributed amongft 

ihem^ 
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t|iefll5 and t^e dog Rising onc^ had 
Tcxy nigh tore out nis throat. 

' My behaviour in this a6tbn re^- 
commended me to the favour of Mr, 
Hemings,^ who filduAriodly applied 
himielf to do me ^ the fervice in 
his power, would frequently indulge 
me with a walk in his howling-green, 
gained me the notice of feveraj^ 
jt^ople of quality, and whenever 
greatly diftreHed, would freely ad- 
vance me fmall fums of money. 

. The general elciSion for the city 
of Bri/iol now approaching, w^y 
fiilher, who intended to appear a 
caiididate, apprehending fuch a fcene 
of ccmtiniied ^anny to his own ion, 
would by naqieaas be iavonraMe tp^ 
him, in fe critic^ a junctures and. 
not caring to have his unnatural pro- 
ceedings laid crpeo to the wodd^ 
thought it necettary to change his; 
plan^ and inftead of flarviug me in 
E5 a 
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a prifon^ defighed now to traniport 
me. 

This black defign through the 
merciful interpofition of providence, 
was rendered aboitifb, by my time-- 
ly efcape at the very junfture^ when 
all things were in readinefs to put it 
into execution. 

A bond with a warrant of attorney, 
to confefs a judgment in the penalty 
of fix hundred and twenty pounds 
payable to my father, with a fpecial 
covenant to indent m3rfelf to go 
abroad for feveral years, was tran- 
fmitted by Mr. Cox^ my fathers 
London folicitor to Ghucefter^ and 
forwarded to me in that caftle of fa<* 
mine, with a generous ciffet of my 
liberty once more, provided I would 
execute the fame, by the favourite 
fu5H^ous name of Thomas Plun^ 
kitU 

. : . This 



«. 
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This was but cold comfort, being 
Aill uncertain as to my deftincd fate,; 
But confcious of my inabilities to 
cope with Co powerful an adverfary, 
and wearied of Being thus immured 
in goals, I determined to get my li- 
berty at any rate, and as foon as pofTi- 
ble embrace the firfl: opportunity oP, 
making my efcape to Fr^/^r^, where 
I was m hopes of getting introduced 
to a near relation of my mother's, 
Ignatius Nugenius^ who at that time 
commanded in the French king's fer- 
vice, as a general of horfe, to whom 
I propofed relisiiing my fufferings, 
and doubted not finding a kin^l re- 
ception, or at leaft an afylum fronx 
the perfccuting hand of a barbarous 
pareor; 

Accordingly, I acquiefced with the 
propofal, and was . promifed to be 
fitted out with apparel to the amount 
of 25/. though the only articles I 

received 
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received, was a coat and a pair of 
breeches, but as it was judged pro- 
per to have an attorney prefent on my 
part, in order to render their pro- 
ceedings' the more effe^al in law, 
one Mr. i)r/a;fr, a gentleman of ^ 
character in that profeffion, was 
pitched upon, to ad: for me in this 
affair, which he at firft ftrenuoufly 
oppoied, declaring, from his know- 
ledge, it was a tran&diion of the 
bafcft: kind> 

But the agent on behalf of my 
father, urging my confent, and put- 
ing the bdft face on this bad cau&, 
at length found means to prevsul upon 
him to do it, though 2Vlr. Benjamin 
Hemmings the goaler could by no 
means be prevailed upon to witnefs 
what he called fo iniquitous a pro- 
ceeding. 

By mis means, I once more turn- 
ed my backcm apriipn, though with 

a 
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a miad totsSiy aHifb&d, fiom the 
infbnnation I had recdved, of tHe 
plot laid for ine> from which I 
earneftly befbught the oaerciful dif-^ 
pofer of all events to deliver me. 

My defign of going to Ignatius Num 
genius, I had inadvertenuy conmiu« 
nicated to my brother, who from the 
maligni^ of his heart, had carefully, 
fent word of it to my father, and hk 
fenfible how gready all my mother^s 
familv refented the diihonour he 
had^ Drought upon her and them^ 
which had expelled him^ Ireland*, 
could by no means reli(h that thou^ht» 
and therefore Irenius Arrusoi Brtjiol, 
being then a fuperbr magifbate of 
the county, was conmiimoned to 
prevent my intentions, by conduA* 
ing the new fcheme as follows. 

After I had iigned the indenture, 
in which I bound myfelf for feveral 
youv to ferve one capt. Mac Kenjie^ 

who 
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who was on{y mafter of.a little Marj^ 
land trader, and being poffeffed of no- 
property in America^ could not have 
any other view of making me turn 
out to his profit, than by expofihg^ 
me to public fale, cdnfcious of this, 
I made it my ftudy to elude the^ 
wicked* defign. 

' As foonas I was dilfcharged, three' 
men were employed to efcort me to' 
Brijtoly where the moment I arrived, 
I was to be put on board, and with- 
out farther delay conveyed abroad ; 
thefe ruffians were^ a fervant belong- 
ing to' Irenius jirrusy, one of Mr, ' 
ff^adeSy my father^s attorney in Brif- ^ 
toll and to compleat the triumvirate, 
a bailiff's follower,^ attended by thefe 
my honourable guardians, I fet out 
from Gloucejier. 

I took particular care that my be- , 
haviour on the road might be fuqhs 
as to give no fu^icion, diat the vil- , 

bin* 
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kins might not entertain any appre^ 
henfions whatever, when arrived 
near our jounjey's end, I thought it 
proper to execute my deiign, ftrkS, 
orders as I had been informed by 
fonie friends in Gkucejlery had been 
given to this diabolical crew, to en-, 
courage me in drinking as much as 
poffible; aware of this defigii, I^ 
made it my endeavours to turn the 
fcales upon them, which with a 
little art I aifeded. 

At our entrance into Briftolj feign- 
ing myfelf very fick, this ferved me 
as an excufe for calling at the Edin^ 
borougb-^CaJiley a houfe I had ibr- ' 
merly been acquainted with 3 as foon 
as I alighted, I made it my care to 
compleat their dofe; my ficknefs en- 
creafing, I defired the favour of 
laying down for an hour or two, 
which they having no fufpicion of 
my defign, readily granted, when 

retired 
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setired to my chamber^ I called up> 
the landlord, and related, to him my ^, 
unfbrtun^e fituatbn, he was fo ho- 
aeii, though en^ploy^d at this time. 
in keeping open houfe for my father^ 
on account of the enfuing eiedion^ 
as to iay^ Sir I have no charge over 

Jrou, fo conlequendy it would be il— 
egal in me to offer to. detain you, 
my doors are open.?— I took the hint, . 
and flipping; down ftairs, left my 
guard in the lurch, and with, the 
utmoft expedition, made the beft of 
my way to Mr. Charles Gordon^ at the . 
GoUen-Ball in Wine-Street^ where L 
had been direded. .. 

Here I was inform'd^.. that at vl 
certain attorney's houie in Wine^- 
Street ; where it had been concerted 
my trufty overfeers fhould conduft. 
me ; a party of fea Iambs, belonging 
to one Green 2l purveyor of tranfports, . 
whofe veflel was prepared to give noe 

due 
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due reception, that very evening 
were lying in wait. 

Qverjoy'd at this eminent efcape* 
J looked upon my prefent fituation 
as an afylum, to fecure me front 
furroundine dangers, and retired 
with great mdsfadion to repofe : /rfr 
nius Arrus^ to reward his fervant 
for his over abundant care and cixy 
cumfpe<5tion» difcharged him th^ fol«- 
lowing day, and the fellow livei 
now at Batb. 

How far this magiftrate, or any of 
Jiis friends, c^m reconcile thefe pro- 
ceedings to the charadter of a good 
man, I leave the world to judge. 
But it is certain, by thefe means he 
thought the more efFedtually to gain 
the affefiion of my oppreftwr, for 
whofe mtereft he was a gnsat IHckler: 
here I would advife this gendraian^ 
if he has any reg^ for his future 
welfare, in the moft confmcBoas part 
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of his hottfe, to have wrote in large 
Capitals^ the faying of a truly wife 
jnan, viz. Innccencij though con-^ 
-nested with tnifery^ is^ infinitely pre-- 
^able to giiik cmd grandeur*—^- 
This being perpetually in his eye, 
might one time or other ftrike his at- 
tention, when the parallel, faobvi- 
•ous betwixt Inm and me in that 
•golden fcntcnc6, would perhaps bb 
a means to p6int out his errors, and 
reclaim a lofl iheep to its natH»e 
fold- 
But to proceed, the better to ic- 
cpre myfelf from any future attempts^ 
and induced with the hopes of raifing 
fome friend, who might be able to 
proteif^ me againft their iniquitous 
Ichemes, I determined immediately, 
nublifliung^tlie hardfhips of my cafe ; 
pcing ur^d the more to this laft re- 
fourcc, .upon account of writs having 
been ahfolutdy iflued out, and di£- 

£atchedi 
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patched to! all the fea port towns to 
prevent my getting away. ; i 

. Here membks, I <&e the reader i& 
'unasiaaientdlKfl.iipIlus hands, nay 
ever implacable canger cacriedlMdMa 
to fiich indttftribus leiigtHs ! is this the 
anger of a father ? to nis child, oo— 
its &emr father tdbttj^^ 
fecutii^ with iroii hkods^ in/^efe^ 
ycteftnianneC) rapes^rnsucdersy felo« 
ny, and treafon -, it is not,^ it baslnot 
be: that ever parental ire, fhodd be 
carried to fuch extreama againft the 
iffueof his own bo wels^— compelled 
hy famine to commit the few: errors 
heisxharged?with J but fay ^nerous 
reader, how great the error? how 
^dig^ty the crime? to look up to 
the authors of our being for fubfift** 
ancoi ho^TfaggraVattng the giult; to 
a{k fiippbrt^ fitom a .parent whofo 
innumenble iervants fit round tables 
of plenty, thsiaruoQl^s cf^^ which are 

* denied 



i 04 7%f jOpprd&dlCAPTi v& 

denied to. his own child? and yeti 
that this is the fi^e £ittk .for which 
I have hidmrloiAiffcrcdy bewitaefs 
{nfectiticm» and v^afidc :^in £pu*:t£ 
thylfetf givervidenoe tiu ^ . 1* ' > 

. My : mothor'-s ; family all diis tu^ie^ 
we» So highly ihaenlibd at my la-^ 

huTj shcf vmdd t^iiio inqins per^ 
init her to^ muotaianoe, what they 
looked tipdn as a. living mdnomient 
of their difgrace^ and indeed, ihe 
being now conneded to the intereft 
of. another family hy. marciage, k- 
was not to tie exp^ed Ihe ifaotildi 
mudi more 'concern herfelf atioui: 
ine> knowing at the fame time, how^ 
fermyiather's abilities were cajpable 
ef advancing me, -^ without •either 
fxreji^iiqp to ^mfeif^ «^ one^^eMe 
of hhi fiHmifyi; ithod X f^^ 
to the catdefihefsr of the one, land' 
^e tyramiy^iof tfaeotiifi^^ ^ 

In. 
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Appear to dK public, u wtlA ai^ttt^ 
ielf, nayftfther't ible intendon was, 
and is nodui^ 1^ than my dtftruc- 
ibn ] cdnmiie, «8li4t Iumw my de- 
£gn to go oyer td France, whot'liea-* 
ifn can be affigntd fof &t^4a]ufig fo 
mnckpaimtoobilnidiiine} but lu- 
diertp byr-^ fignal iaterpc^tion of 
jKovidence, Ibave efeaped the f^^ 
fytuxt prefeiTsd as yet from the ie*^ 
ca/t pdr^-of^t water, ^ravenoiul' 
huifer of deStrmm^ iharictf, and 
worw than thc& mttiMtxM^^ci cad" 

- I was ob%ed dvaklg ovjr fky at- 
Jlr/)fe/, to <;oi^ne< m^i^If'to my 
room, officen of tdl deaominf^ons' 
being employ'd to watdt ^e door 
day aad fug^t, and 4iAI the ai^enues 
^ouAd, were kept ftctedy, tbooi^ 
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tfimpt :t0^«r4s aii* ofcapd; ivas im-^ 

Era^icable, I never endeavoured it;, 
ut made fpyfelf as eafy as my pre- 
lentrndancholy circu^n^wces would 
permit* ' : , . . ^ 

; As I had no other choice now^ 
I fet about writing an zhOrsSt of my. 
cafei with a fixed refolution to pub- 
liih it without delay, my father 
peing ' informed of my intentions,, 
and npt Roofing the world fhould. 
at this critical time, wheii every art' 
is niade ufe of, and the complicated 
force of bribes] and flattery, are^ 
thoi^ht miJbSic^Tii tip^gain the un- 
fteady.mui^ttiide, be ;9<?qfiainted with^ 
his unnatvwl.pr<i5c^^ng8i/and con*< 
fcious it, would givQ the <q)pofibe' 
party the gr^ateft ;iatis(adion :to ejc-. 
pofe his barbarity, ^nd ppen the: 
eyes of the public,' in regard to a 

. ^ maij 
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man th^ had fixed upon, as the 
inoft proper to execute an office of 
the higheft truft, which likewife at 
the fame time is one of the greatefl: 
honours capable of being conferred 
upon a fubjeA; being confcious I 
fay of the difficulties he mufl lie un^ 
der, fhould this dfeaded cafe be pub-^ 
liihed ; he contrived every artifice, 
that fubtility and invention could^ 
pat inpradti^ to prevent it ; menaces^ 
and flattery, were alternately made, 
ufe of 3 to-day his emiflaries breathed 
out the languageof perfecution, and 
nothing lefs than Newgate was to be 
my perpetual dooms to-morrow, the 
fcene was changed, and mountains 
were promifcd, which the fuccef- 
five day faw dwindle into mole* 
hills. 

One day a certain gentleman of. 
the broad-brim fraternity, vulgarly 

called 
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called qvakers, was ufhered into m]^^ 
chamber^ and being feated; friend 
iays he^ humani^ and a deiire to bring 
into the path of life, a ftray (heep, 
indttceth me to call upon thee, that 
if poflible I might open the ears of 
tiby underftanding* to the end that 
die light of the fpirit, might be ad- 
mitted to operate upon thee, and 
ifcou fhouldeft become a new man;— 
admiring fo uncommon an Intro* 
du£tion, with great civility I defircd 
him to proceed,— - rebellion and 
difobedience to our fuperiors, will" 
be puniihed in the regions of dark- 
nefs 3 in the regions of darknefs will 
they be chaftifed, where is weep- 
ing and wailing, and gnafhing of 
teeth, and though thou deckeft 
thy face in fmiles, fuch as the 
prophane fmileth, yet it behoveth 
xne, to fay unto tnee, as Nathan' 

feid 



i^ unto i^ani4, ^«^ art fivt maa>*- 
sftor a iigh v^ cc^^ned, fdend, 
^ou baj^ ^iH^ed tb^ «ars c^ this city* 
9»oye4 th«(oa;ito Ipy the fatl]^ of 
iias, the <^tfs <^ thi^ qity, haA thpu, 
3ln^4} !>^Qt> haft fo^oded thq 
tnim|iec <^ lotion,' and divifiqii iff 
^tt^pfsd ftbro^, be no more a$ one 
o( ikfi wi^ed, take natihte part 
wath the {o)«s of BeiiaJ, but l9f the 
Ibint h?^ t^e fee^s of truth, aod 
ikmiQis^ Jojiiriii,t.a^^iN>riiheththQ 
godly.—*—! aim ^fisaid Sir, iaid I,; 
it. tf .ih/; l^idt; of gpki iK>t the fpkhi, 
«f godUi^^lp whiqh I aqi indebted^ 
fer lihia s^rM^ ^tr^-rJFrieDdK 
Idrnd* he ^oCj^bou p^c {Hrofthaiiv^ 
9S» 19, Y^ iloB^th Km ^ffi ta 
CG^nncilt wd iitte^ jn. the chair of 
61% } for v^y it hSMi thou 4i^ 
rdbeU«diigai}# %.f»ti>erj who be. 
got jthee, yw,. Ihoii l»ift fi^t {b^f 
F . up 
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opagainft thy own flefli and blood, 
and evil I fay unto thee, evil muft 
proceed therefrom, Here a confi- 
derable paufe enfuing, Sir iaid I, if 
' compelled by hunger, my aiking for 
bread may be teilned rebellion, than 
have I rebelled, if endeavouring to 
fly from an implacable parent, to 
avoid the efforts of relendefs tyran- 
ny, by feeking an aflylum in a fo- 
reign country is difobedience, then I 
have difobeyed, but without farther 
prolixity, pray what have I to ex-, 
ped from a viiit introduced in fo un^ 
common a manner; to. which was 
anfwered, I yifit thee as Noah's ^dove 
vifited the ark^ verily I bring *tk 
olive branch as ant>verture of peacc,^ 
— here drawing a grefen purfe 
from his pocket, he feemed to eye 
it attentively, though his looks de- 
noted at the fame tune no great ^m^^ 
penfity to part with it, I will iiot fay 

friend^ 
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ffiend>' but I have orders^ continued 
he; to offer thee fwne pieces, veould- 
eft thoil hearken to jpropofals intend*- 
ed folely for thy benefit; four guineas 
will early thee to the great city, and • 
thou wilt have fufficient thereof re** 
liiainingto anfwer all thy purpofes 
lintil time '£Kall come, when thou 
ihall be amply provided for ; yea, 
^nd I {ky unto thee, that'timeis nearer 
at hand than thou devifeft. Sir faid 
-I, I am not willing to be an inftra« 
•ment employed to prejudice my fa- 
* ther in any fcheme he is bent to exe- 
cate, but what fecurity have I to de** 
pend upon, (hould I accept of your 
oi£sr, which ydu may be certain I 
JtnU'notj or fof 3rottr performance of 
-whad: you promife, nav what is it you 
proniife, or how (half I be provided 
lor ? to which, after ibmetime ^nt 
in reddfying his ftarih band, Amini^ 
^^anfWer^i friend thou art as one 
. F2 of 



cf tb« vatbiaJUiig (oeqs «fe» thou 

laay the d)ickdaf^9«ft (b^««fi|ift* 
voived in, be dS^fvii^y and th* 
l^ht iateriuil flMBe i^>on tl^ «tn4ev* 
ibadiog,* flad dkeSt tib«e to walk in 

attentwe to vfia»A I iAi<i i^ Intel* 
le^ muft kave loM t^Mfi, ^r<ld «f 
chaftifemeat k w^ulcsiin), ii^mr 
buke ^all no more frowD luifift likoes 
here is rthr«e times w»v» muft AiS- 
c«nt to defray tby road e:nwJiQe64 • 
g^e^t/deal qF anQn^lHieiKC vtiily ji 
gre^. deal, if Uiott vasind^ prcfior 
ufe of it } telUiig «ttt at ^ fiuoe- 
tisoe five gvwees i^ 4dibepBtt^ 
-i)p99.tbe<tal^,--><-w.M4^oraowiM«h 
ia tiiy pocket* wiU k«^ tboe kn^ 
itbmely t^ thy ^thor Donotefk up* 
«vho ^tji^l wrtibout dpl^^j^jbepfoiw^ 
hj me pFQCuKe, thi^ femie ps^ttr 
^ ^n^oymcHA §tti^er M)e.S9v«ra)r 
■ menti 



inent} yea ▼«%, aa»A fimethmg 

}kde time become ft gmat maA. 

Indioit, not to fao^e the reader 
any more, wkh<a ^iTedtal of what 
padStd bevnrixt the £kndifiisd forgeon 
4iul layliEif} Tl^ Jtdl9«iiig day he 
<;^r6ed ik>itMJk» mt' ufakknt of fix 
^neffif, tO' difehdi^ ^i^aittver I 
owed to the landlord of iht ho^^Sy 
•to give me feeuriof J ftould not be 
mokfted io any ih&pe whatev^ , pro- 
i^ded I . WQdM depart the xd^ of 
Bri/foi die next day, and Jeave an 
Inftromi^t along irith him, leftifyinjor 
«^ Fdi^ltttioti 10 profecute the au- 
mx or aaxbon^ of mf paaaptAa, 
AxM eaougk i& frtix mf raamc 

ilblMn»|[ myfislf vt^ dielM>pe$ dmt 
sh^ fathet weiM ^ f )^ed« m my 

F 3 and 
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and AdfiU the promi^^ made by hk 
agent, I iEificepted the terms,; and 
once more fell into the ihare prefpai- 
red for me fome time before : the 
next moaning early, I fet out for 
London on foot, being determined 
to fpinotttinyinoney to the greateft 
length, where in four days I arrived^ 
nothing remarkable intervening du^ 
ring my journey. ' 

In this maimer having regained 

-my liberty, and refleding upon.thp 

:danger I had efcapedi^my.fttkeF^ 

reftlcfe *i:nielty, and .my ;brot^ei?.s 

b4fe behaviour ; I foudd there . wa[s 

iftUl.no litde reafon to fufpeft the 

prdmifes lately ma^ of jprocuring 

. me SL place io fome of the. public 

offices^ fo I refdlved tolkeep my^\( 

^^{Hcme as-pc^ibW) £?oif|:^y]^lot 

: Jif^hich now might be hatching ag^dnft 

me: tiUI bad determined how to 

^ptQCccd, Ipiwiu»4J94gingft;in t^« 
J * * < moft 
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moft fecrct manner, at an Jrtjh houfe 
in PrinceJ^-Street Leicejier-Fieldsy 
the mailer of which, I had former- 
ly known, and knew 1 could conj 
fide in. 

What little money I had to fpare, 
was expended in purchafing lome 
decent aparrel^ which I now greatly 
wanted, intending upon, my father s 
arrival in town, to addreis Him ih the 
moft dutiful and fubrpiflive mannei], 
my defign being to remind him of 
his promife made by the quaker; 
and by teftifying : with, the utmoft 
humility my filial duty and refpedt, 
jendeavour, if not to gain his efteem, 
at leaft to foften his refentment ; if 
I fliould fail in that, my refolutions 
was to retire without lofe of time to 
^^^^Mxt l^^g ?ffiftcd in that, defigii, 
^y ^ S^^H^^'F^"' whoie fincere re* 
gard, and tender aflfeiftipn, will* air- 
ways be imprinted within my breaft ; 
!F 4 gratitude 
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gratittidc for the kind reception, and 
generous affiftance I met with from 
his hands, compels me to call a veil 
over that dear name, the beloved 
owner of which, might tyrannically 
be perfecuted upon my account. 

I was not only fumiflied by him 
with ten guineas, and cloaths proper 
to appear before the great man, I 
now intended to feek relief from, 
but alfo provided with letters of re- 
commendation, neccflary for my in- 
trodudHon; to be brief, I looked 
'npon the eve of my happinefe to b6 
^s now arrived, a feat in the Dcvtr 
toich, was alrpidy tt)oK, itnA I 
fc»eely imagined niyfelf lipon l^f^ 
Ujh grbtthd; but ahs! how fooii 
were all my golden hopes Haftfed. 
' The'mon^iiig beforfe % \mm^ 
\tpxmHy I was xlddWiff^frofei Si 
)<^d's hbufe m Xieitglet^Pields A 
ie ijcdf^e-'lnn in ^ iBhy-markd^ 

by 
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hj^ couple of heIl-'hoiin4s, attend* 

!cd by the cleric of* an honeft lawyer 

^InJPattr^nqfier^roWj tqgcther witn a 

fers^r^ of t^yliiimanelather^s, anH 

.was now a|$pr£hen3ed by virtue of 

c^^lafl bond for fix hundred and 

twenty |50unds, with aa execution 

'tafqkedto ihe back of i%i and being 

tbru^ed imniediatdy into a hackney 

jeoac^h, aw^ juqibled 1- an^l the 

^end^ to th^ catchrgole's clen in the 

.Strand. 

, O reader^ if eiFerthou wae't unh^p- 
^jgyiQEIoughto be invdlfe^'in misfor- 
tunes, no ioubt tho^^ have 
?lieaid of this infatiable Tiarjpy^ who 
^bad me now in his clutches/ but to 
.^ve thee at once a juft idea of hinsij. 
ns nain^ wip/be&fi&cient^^.and ^at 
jUi'J^Jl^ff^ . ' \. .^' ^' , 
f T*hf. ^^i'ijiflltodes tife, 
*^d %t >£udien. franfilibiis' YFom, 
•^ealth, to. ^(lyJt^r. from plenty tp- 

1^' 5 " £^i^^^y> 
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« • 

j>enary, make it not unfeafbnable in 
^h place to entertain the public with 
a brief deicription of that infernal 
maniion, called a fpondng houfe; 

Whoever thou art that runs over 
tibefe pages, may peace, plenty and 
liappinefs ftill wait upon thy fteps, 
may'ft thou 'enjoy a perpetual cly- 
iium in the arn;is of a faithful confort^ 
and thy blooming off-fpring live u|^ 
on thy fmiles, O may never a reverfc 
of fortune fnatch thee from every 
' domeftick joy, to this den of woe, 
whofe fatal threfhold pafs'd, O ! for 
a draught of Leth to unk paft icenes 
in oblivion, iand deprive mee of all 
fenlation ; here, here, is the touch-* 
ilone of friendfliip rye time ferving 
crew, who feafled at mv tablf;^ 
whofe wine it was that nigntly de^ 
privetl you of your cares, when the 
£eftal bowl went gayly round, how 
laviflj ywn ye, your fortunes and 
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yourfd^ tvieife fir«ly«x^ wlir^ 
fuddenly fo pat&nohious ; diou pot* 

-ieiled of twice ten thciij(and> who 
haft exji»eiieitced my liberal purft, 

- more than ionce »tit time of uthioft 
net^i my fubftaoiie isiabrosd; ^1 
t^at' returns^ otter vjai/: boil fbrltfais 

' ihree hundred ?. : grant me paldence I 
ahfi I rifdied^ 'moafboulS' villain.! -^ 

[ be not<amas9ed^ try cxfaessi-4.^-^ de- 
ceive ^gafeil**-<-rtlid <Sirc^ iv£tich 

• but j«ift>iow ^pea^ cibVded Mrith 
friends, by applying thfc tbimet q£ 
adveri|ty|ffudd€»di^\kflifhed. \ 

s: ' ti*U:ofiiH in whfefcf^the uirfiap^ 

,i<rrett^> 'i^ -c^rted^ toldus- itoii^i; of 

tie 4S^ paiHed' headl^n^ ^atso i^to & 
rocMn^^ ch© doorg :jmd iwitido^ 'of 

Jiaf^i^^hbrci jn<^ prababiUc^ 
!eeiv)adl by>iai^it OrfoUtobrbihod^ ^ 

while 



in k ptvloM inrtfed to fit doM^» 

(£ience aodiCRrrovr iwell tip tht (bote 

.ibtepifsA betwixt idus and dinnet^ 

whidnilioii^nQoetif the moft^e- 

licajboi is iBtradncdl hy ilie great 

bafhaw himfdf^ who Ug with his 

ewnliiperiorwordit in great dignity 

4feats hinafelf at the head ; the wife 

.as next in atidiority:, places herfelf 

:at his t^t handy and a cot^ of 

<hawk-^'ti fetters talce their dtf« 

greesathisleft. 

And now if ^unhappy &ficfe«r 
hath any appetite, let him fit down 
and paxtike of the.iUifiinfiified med, 
if not, expeftihe (be ^nmt to growl ; 
marry come ujp^ feme folks are hard 
«o ;pie^, ihoogh may be fuch a 
table of dmb: own, never oiled 
thea^nUltar} and though I % itt 
as 0mM not fey lit the beft lord in 
the land dodTMtpitovidehc^ fer 



1 eai^!t]»grre«^ tf^toMrkct; and 
iK> one cm £ity f« I^we them a fia- 
^ £tt^Ae> A0 fiOb Tih ftot die 
bodLyibat f^b8:iii.K^t> ^d.givto 
lioiim ftfik, thetronUd to qojm at 
dteirowfti-r-r^toxtmy 4^ answers 
eld dknity from his elbow ^ktks 
'What bgwAcs bd«g £9 h$M on the 
|;entle£^Aii, wbein im gafl !• broke 

I^^ %\\ hmi ttf> ^ .gkiis':of! MiiBe, 
whidi if .reMed^ as moft liMy it 
iiia;j% ii immedktejy fwallowed up, 
1d^UM» of^^mnhf&^lm^ i;m))o 

jfeldoin leave the tabde till four or 
five bot^s are t^ded to tht; recked-- 
mgy wlpi^wbettttigbt'ahivesm\^ 
be difchaxged; at wbioh time all 
crdlft ^isfiibs,} arid if iht bill pomes 
widiifi iht liouts of d^ i^iiic> 
or ten ihHHng% thiai; k eoitt|>lefttly 
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h : iWgoaler now waifs to ieeeadx 

to is leperatt apartment^ where 

ii^rcely time is permitted to undrefs, 

before tke li^t is rttdely took away, 

and the harmonious . clangor ef 

mdfy bolts and barr^ conclude the 

fi:eiie. - ^ • ? • . ' » 

Left^ thus to meditate on the dif-* 

; ' mal* change ; grief and anxiety, ba- 

^^iiifii fle6p, which odiorwiiTe ni%iit 

t feal' die drowfy eyelids in fpight of 

BugSy and a flock bed : the tpaihfol 

. hours at length brings on tHeopen- 

' ing day, that with much difficu% 

peneb^^te^ through the numberlefs 

-barrs, which endeavour to obftruft 

it'sTtgrateful entmnoe; . flarting from 

ihe coudi of niifery, tattdrcd cuf- 

tains^ dtifty hangings hatf a table, 

aiui ahrpfcen chairs gnwtthe eytf- 

thedaiDop liralls* here^ and 'there a* 

domed with an old bal]ad,/4lie*&abe8 

ffii the woodjt or porhaps a quaker'Sh 

lermoni, 



Xcrmon; the ten foot foom with un- 
wearied ftep, ' is now from fide' to 
fide alternat*ly meafiired ; day ad- 
•^ances and the attentive ears, liften 
^ t6 every noife, *whi!ft the eye rccKdns 
^up * the iron ' iluds; which • chbqiier 
in geometricid iqn^es the Jmpene- 
traWedopr. • 

- Ah hour fhort of noon, libfei-ty ^is 
permitted to . defcend, when the 
-morbfe tyrant, the mtifcles of his 
face contraded in the ftertieft man- 
ner, thus at the ftair foot falutes youj 
well Sir, the twenty^ four hours al- 
lowed by a<ai of ^arliatoent is ex^ 
pired, I: aril toW'tfj^if is rto proljicft 
of making your af&ir- up,^ the debt 
is l»ge, and fc^^myown fecurity,! 
mufi: call a coach sind condu<f)! yots 
to Newgate. — ^Be not aftonifhed at 
the terrii^og found, but crofs tfcc 
monftdrsV^al palm with half a pie(.c 
ibftantly his features relaxj^ and uit 

tOIii, 



.tone; of his voipe jb.ibfiea'dr whgr 
Mit Biy$ liQ> J am &^€&t\emaaas; 
^j^rns:^ i}tfe.a<«4aa iU> fo^l^.^^you 
ibook to mak&«siatters up^ iUy Jbije^ 

in.god's 4MXQpj, jind let n^e rtdlt jf^ip, 
.maay a giesbt man whofe. aaqw-s 
, {hm be huOh ^ 4^^^ a^ meFTy^ 

houf ifl^ my houfe ; for thoi;^k I itgr 
it a botde of better >i^e i$.iiot to be 

With iJmiiem ^e kaves you-aili- 

' , duoufly to follow his daily deibu^ive 

.occi:q3ation, and. now if neither bail 

.or money- eaa't be procure d^ lycr 4^ 

.relentlf^j cr^tors give w ;ear 4p 

com^o^tbay take wttho^t 4el^^ 

benefit of the babeM corpus aA, 

v(rhich at ihe expenoe of about four 

poundsi will remove j^ou fix>m this 

4en of . pefdition^ 4a whatever coh^ 

modiou^ pnfon yaa tbink^jpr^eri^. 




ttench, being in fiidi ca&s the fad 
alternative. 

Give no ear to the ctftch'-pole, or 
^ny of his emi^ies, who as long 
sisyoa fpend profiifefy t^l ufe all 
their art to detain you, mil daily 
iflatter you with hopes of compronih* 
£11^ your aSatif and itvrdnta^didu- 
&nd li« to^ecciw ya&; tet #lieii 

^cdyers itself, moPibtCc'XAAbi^^ 
tousiatfgMgeiiWddsofeof, ttnddiie 
■my firfthill of «Koitidn ytiVtmt in- 
m^ltsl^ m pay, ibnd& you ihdeed lo 

Thifi was my ilnha^ cafe, tbe 
vjur^Fi4 villain ^» %^m I had mo- 
isifiy, which he wad vdolved QaovSA 
>^ a^tictie ^aoeiieitetttolito; iftcofi. 
'Ib(|urdfiee ^ whidi, t vi^: fee^tr ii 
^et^x^ftii^ M^m^f h^«$>^re givtjh 
'«ie «d day, '•rhidi alkfsl the feSon^u 

ihillings 
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(hillings wcfe iadded every night to 

my bill, for porters that were never 

employ d, and asmijich for liquor I 

never drank, 5 in the fpace of ten or 

twelve da3PS my pocket began to ebb, 

and I found myfelf reduced to a 

.fingle guinea, with vs^hich when the 

.ipbtjkjdemon was apquaiated, ayiays 

hetormor^ow I will carry .you tq Mr. 

rCl^^i youf :fether*s attorney in Pater^ 

. m^ef^rmvy and make ho doubt but 

^e ihall compleat your j^ufinefs. 

^ ; The next momihg a coach was 

(^alle4» which big .with the ianguinc 

thoughts of liberty, I imoiediately 

^entered, whsil the coach ilopped, 

^this inhumane monfter, who had by 

various artifices received near ten 

-gBlAca^ ffOfltj) me; ftepped wt, and 

f giving; me his hand; now Sir, fays 

Ee, let mc; congratulate yqu upon your 

.i^rival to this famous ^d celebrated 

caftle^ wh^ you will receive more 
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Arid attendance thari my poor hut 
w«s..capablc> of giviog yoo.— n- 
Nevtgatf "with all it's horrots pcdhnt- 
ed Itself t» my eyes, and I was now 
for a thitd time plunged into the 
inhoipitable manfions of a goal and 
.furrounded .w^th aiiguiih and de- 

V ..iTliiia((M»a fitddeh was die.in<|pi of 

hope dafliedinMu my lips, and; in a 

xnom6nt I found mjrfelf funk in the 

xngft abjedt diiQbrefs, .without a im^ 

to apply to, and ddUtute of <svfliy 

^iibing bur bread jadd.waler.lmt in 

-^'ht of miifty J li^ed, ' 1 7<st4ii^ to 

.Aiake public tnefe wotie. thaii in^ui- 

■ fitory proiceeduigsV rapd .dedare tp 

J the worjd, di«fe..tal«pvof\ Jti9i»)r> 

'\ whidi othenwjfe. muft>ht^«49fc9Mi$l' 

.cd.uoknQWo,, iuitol4^,..^ iS^w mr 

-tifehdiL ■■■■\ ' •-•..' '■-. 

- , Time. and reafoo* recovered nie 

.■gii»ii^y- from Qi)r pgnfiito.» I r^ 

'i ' " folved 
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Ift^ved M ^^y ^ tfaktnhamaft pa- 
Tcitr,- far a mttigaaon of inf vmeSy 
•and net being' confcious ci a!t)3fo& 
dtrferiiag tiw vrnpamlel'd empties 
iaflldred upon me, I «ivln enttrliuned 
dteughcsof fiicceedi^, and did not 
■yiet ^kdine all hopes, that ^wf tad 
aiFedUon would aflUme the plttoas 

iAd'beea^ib kxttg etpefied, ^ tteoe- 
■fiBta eddMfled injr father' inimnl 

4SB1 dbftlaA^to one. 

timiif BiaH, ivitb tke ii^ tmari- 
'limi>Ih^e<etetoufttki^e^ftiH^Sir^ Ms 

, notjwely defervefucb rigopiurMfieut" 



MMff^y find a Jwtbfr'i jw^wiielii 
that I amyourfim Sin yw e^tf ac^ 
imxwlifdgfd^ and iy-sia^ Ufs Uufy than 
ymr wm cwfin Oeora Niigeak, 

nvBTi t$kM99Wjiif^9(^ tbe<late lifr.jufim 
Fielttiiig.v.-^^iV/wr me tkem Sir^ 
Mce moret9 kymy mijeriti^ <tf ^mt 
/>^, im^m-in^yattrfardm and c$nh* 
ff^^eai\ flmt nU your ens eifg/fi^ tbe. 
leries. lof your twn ^^rifig^ kt my 
fceiH^tJead Jn :m^ i^etuzif fer ptyy la 
kfk iian my tA^Ufted^ru^Un attone 
^'mypifi erroffs ; etrnfilieTi aff^ier^^ 
meft homMPobk Sir^ tt^ mtfiries ef 
ynrpvmfio^er^ng in llevp^gM^. 

'fSfmi vpen the bt^tb ^f my wn* 
fimment^ 'Cm&der tite fea&n- of the 

lanll cbeeeftjly aecept Hberty^ andoifey 
ymtrMmmoim^ H^fa 09^ fat* of 
the vporid yonJfiaU de^re^ ^nd make 

it 
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it int tUef. amtkkn^ by every fidure 
o&iimtOTegainymrfafiMir^ tbermre 
forces daily gaihg abroady and officers 
are wanting^ let me intreat y&u Sir, 
enabk me to tefiify the duty loweyw 
h getting me a commffion y > . lam 
firry Sir y if my iTifuppprtabkMftref^ 
fey ever obUged me to -refieS the 
Uajl dif honour upon yournamey but 
mcejity wiU overcome inclination^ 
for buffger is atroubkjbme creditor^ 
and mil not be denied I but for every 
^ .difpleafing toyouSir^ I here on 
the knees Qf my veryfiuU crave your 
pdrdoHy and do ajfureyou there is no 
advantage^ I can hop^Jrom thepubHc^ 
ationpj jny cafiy mil bejb agreecAk 
to me as a. r ^oration, to your favour 5 
therefore I beg for godfake^ you will 
once ^more let humanity reaffumeifs 
wofftedfeat in your hreaft^ and deign 
to loekupon.me nta only as ajm, but 
ds a fou w^ has ^ juft fenfe of Ids 

mif^ 
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mifctmdu&y and y$ttr^ goodnejs^ that 
be wiU devote every hour of bu future 
life^ to merit -tbe continuance of your 
Jan)Qurj a finer opportunity than the 
prefent can never offer ^ I lave 
youtb on my fide Sir^ and mjh 
for notbing moreytban occafion to de^ 
monftrate Ibave courage tooy &c. &c; 
About the fam« time I wa& thus 
applying to my father for mercy, 
ibme anonymous friend, addx;eilkd 
^ public in my behalf in the Lon-^ 
don Evenings about the 2d of July 
1755, in the foUawing letter figned 
Veritas y for which I return my hear- 
ty Uianks* 

:•• ; * 
Jb tbe Printer. ' *>l - 



JT'VERY addrefs I read in your 
2j paper in hchalf of th^ diftrefs* 
y gives me no imall pleaforej 
in hopes by the &me channel they 

* may 
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' may jpcach the JspoMrkdge cf tiicdSs 
^ «irbo Jbaye a heart to comnu&cite^ 

< aiida purfe to rdi^ve: daenchSir 
^ wc cbttly experience to hi^ve maay 
^ friends, ^e wretched fi»v, ^md 
' tbo' wci are all fellow creatures of 
f the ^ti^e creator, and are toJd a. 
« csupcfcold water given the «^U£b** 
^ ed, ^U aotbeforgotten^yet hoW 
^ frequently do we reed of miien^le 
f ofajedl». expiring in die open ftntets 

* for want, without any notice, «:-» 
^ cept ; diat of a beadk, vdio tobr 

< dnmriouifiy .drims iheai ioto a 
^ neig^dxuuan^ j^aciiiL to fav£ his 

* own the expenceof buryiag^ and ^ 

* by chance the crowd gathered on 

* fuch fad occafions induces a man 

* of affluence to flop his chariot 
^ an4 enqtiire iota the' caufei with 
1 what predpitancy docs hfe^ ^gaiii 
i tdkm^ hi& lolhng poffaire, go on 
^^aiadfoisetit* 

But 



- € 
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^ But it is liot my intention now, 
to treat upon the various diifarefTcs 
of mankind; much has been faid 
upon the fubjeft by 'abler hand!s;>I 
only take up my pen with an inteat 
to relate a faft, the very recollec- 
tion of which makes me ihud- 
der. 

^ I had occafion the other day to 
vifit an unfortunate friend in New^ 
gate J who was there confined for 
debt, amongft the number of un- 
happy perfons, I then faw one par- 
ticularly demanded my attention, 
he appeared to me a youth about 
twenty two, or twenty three years 
of age, the dejeftion of his coun- 
tenance, and the ftrong emblems 
of diflrefs, that in various fhapes 
were too manifeft to efcape ray 
notice, woulcf not fufier me to 
refrain, afking fome particulars of 
his cafe. 

G « Good 



134 ^^^ Oj^reffed Captive. 

* Good God, how I was con- 

* founded, to hear his own father 

* now enjoys an eftatc of many 

* thoufands a year, that his mother 

* was his father's own coufin, and 

* daughter of a gentleman in Ire- 

* land of two thoufand five hundred 

* pounds per annum ; that he was 

* confined at his father's fuit, for a 

* debt of .many hundred pounds, 

* and that this is no Icfs tnan the 

* third time in the two kingdoms, 

* his father has thus immured him, 

* that he is not allowed one penny 

* by Wtn, but on the contrary, his 

* cafe was no better than the greateft 

* want 5 fhocked to the higheft de- 

* gree, I liad fcarce power to be- 

* lieve it, till my friend gave me in- 

* conteftable proofs of the veracity 
« of this fad relation* 

* I went on ftill further, enquired 
f if he had ever applied for his dif- 

* charge. 



I'be Oppreffed Captive. 135 

* charge, and was told yes, many 

* time to no purpofe, his father, if ^ 

* fo he can be called, giving for an- 

* fwer he would not difcharge him 
^ on any terms whatever, tho' at the 
^ fanie time he is not infcnfible of 

* all he fuffers, and that his only 

* allowance is bread and water. 

* His father no doubt affigrts fbme 

* reafon for confining him, but how 
^ can he any for ftarving him. He 

* wrote him a letter the other diy, 

* which I had the perufal of, and 

* in thati he in the moft penitential, 
' ,and pathetick manner, implored 

* his pardon for all offences,' and 
^ humbly befeeched a reftoration td 

* his favour, offered to ipend his 

* days in any clime, and in any 

* manner he fhould think proper, 

* would he but make a reafonablc 

* provifion for him. 

G 2 'But 
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* But deaf to every entreaty, and 
^ unaffected by his calamities, iliU 

* he pcrfifts in his cruel periecutions : 

* has this unwearied youth offend- 

* ed him? yes, he owns he has, 

* yet fuch offences were the mere 

* effedis of his youth, and great dif- 
•^ trefs; and why will npt that at- 
^ tenement, that iincere repentance, 
^ and return to a dutyjful difpoiition, 

* towards his father, procure himi 

* that mercy from his eaithly parent i 
^ which he is not denied in the like 

* cafe by his heavenly one. 'Tisthc 

* neceffity, not the merit of the 
< afflicted we ought to regard, and 

* if he is blameable let us give to 

* hununity; it is a deplorable cafe, 

* to be immured and periflung, who 
^ can conceive the miferies of thofe 

* who want, hunger is faid to know 

* no friend, no relation, no jufticcs 

* no right, &c. (^c. &c. 

• Thca 
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* Then let the tender and hu- 
mane, refleft on the fad condition 
of the perifhing captive 5 let the 
hard hearted father think of his 
fon, and think on an hereafter; 
If benevolence is the moft focial 
of virtues, (as furely it is) here is 
an opportunity, not a comrnon 
one to gratify that amiable difpo- 
fition 5 in hopes therefore, that 
there are yet fome, whofe bowel9^ 
of compailion may yearn for. thlsr" 
real objedt of their charity, and 
that being denied the father, thcj 
friend, and even/ the hurnine i^ 
his bvvn parent,' he may find hmi 
in the public : and that a life thiiif 
endangered by the moft unheard- 
of cruelty may be fnatched from 
eminent deftrudion, the fole at- 
tempt of this unnatural father, 
lam, Sir &c. 

G 3 Veritas. 
This 
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This compaflionatc and generous 
addrefs, had the following elfeift, 
my father's officious agent, to whom 
I ftand indebted for variety of good 
offices, for it is to him I am obliged, 
for contriving the inftruments I was 
difcharged hy, from GloticeJIer Cq/ile^ 
in order to tranlport me ; it was he, 
went to a worthy gentleman in 
Bloomfbury^ whereby his falfely af- 
firming I was not the fon oiTiberiuSy 
I was deprived of that affiftance I 
promifed myfelf from the contents 
of his firft letter ; he is one of thofe 
iyiduftrious v^retches, who like to in- 
cendiaries that fire a houfe in order 
to plunder it in the confufion ; 
|iath, cunningly aggravated the un- 
happy difference betwixt father and 
fon to Jceep himfelf employed. 

This artful man 19 ingratiate him- 
felf the more in my father's favour, 
ininaediately flew to the printer, with 

whom 
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whom he induftrioufly employed the 
menance^ of the law> to deter him 
from publishing any more addrefles 
in my behalf^ and the next morning 
not being willing himfelf to appear 
in fo melancholy a place, or on fb 
difcommendable an errand, he eml- 
ployed one Tooth — n% an Old Baily 
folicitor, pretty well known for un- 
derftanding perfectly the backfide of 
the law, to make me a vifit ; who 
attacked me. with his ufual frontif- 
piece in this civil manner. Sir* did 
you put that letter in the ' London, 
Evening Pojl laft Saturday figned'' 
Feritasf but the meflenger being 
as fcandalous as his errand was in- 
famous, I left him to find out an 
anfwer to his impertinent, queftion j. 
and can only admire the judgment 
of my father's agent, who chofe a 
deputy fo fuitaWe to fuch a bufi- 
neis,. 

G 4 'But 
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But this application was not all at 
that nme made againft me, for I had 
juil before then applied to Plautius 
Varus ;not more famous for his genteel 
behaviour, his well known humani- 
ty,and literary produdlions, than fot 
his readinefs to lend his pen to re- 
lieve the diftrefled j I laid before him 
the particulars of my cafe, and in- 
treated his compaflionate affiftance, 
it was but a very fhort time after, 
that I was favoured with a letter 
from him, informing me, that he 
hoped I would excufe his taking 
time to enquire into the circumftan- 
ces of my ftory, which he found to 
be for the moft part true ; but fhould 
not fcruple to add, I had been guil- 
ty of fome indifcretions, however 
lie would ferve me all that he coujd, 
and believed it would be in his po-' 
wer to aflift me, but begged T 
would take no public ftept till- fuch 

time 
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time as he faw me, which would 
certainly be in a day or two, ISc. 
this letter was direded to Clare Nu- 
genius in Newgate, 

The miftake in my chriftian name 
. was a proof with me he had mad« 
ibme enquiry into my affairs, as it 
was my mother's chriAIan name, 
and which I had in no fliape men* 
tioned.or drought of irt my letter to 
him. 

Sometime elapfed before I heard, 
again from this gentleman, andad* 
hereing ftridtly to his requeft of 
taking no public ftep till I faw him, 
made me not a little uneafy ; labour- 
ing in the mean time under the dif- 
agreeable circumftances of real po- 
verty, and all its hungry attendants, . 
I ftill remained unwilling to addrefs 
any one for relief, before I knew 
.his anfwer, which botlx J^y. his letter 
and fervant i had been pr9rp3^^ > 
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At length I received a letter ^m 
him acquainting me tKSt he had en- 

* deavoured to ferve me to the utmoft 

* of his power, but that Tiberius 

* Nug€?2iu5 had aflured him under 

* his hand I v^as not his fon, and to 

* afcertain which, feveral perfons had 

* been fent to give him fuch accounts, 

* partipularly amongft others, that 
^ truly great and honeft lawyer, Mr. 

* C — tCy and then goes on faying Sir, 

* what can I do in fuch a cale as this 

* where the truth is doubtful it muft 

* become me to be filent, for here I 

* have only your word on the one fide 

* of this caufe and that of others to 

* contradia it. 

* I am very forry Sir my fituation 
^ will not permit meto be generous, 

* if I did you fhguld not be without 

* the efFcdk of it; for whatever is the 

* cafe I am very fenfible no one de*- 
l fcrves more to be pitied,and I am 

with 
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with real concern, Sir your mod 
humble fervant, Tlautius Varus di- 
reded to Caius Silius Nugenius ; on 
the maftcr debtor's fide in Newgate* 

I fihcerely hope neither this good 
gentleman nor any one chb will 
blame, me for this recital ^ as. it at 
once displays the utmoft generofity 
and humanity in him, and the never 
tp be conquered virulence of ray 
father and his faithful agent. But 
though thefe extroardinary proced- 
ings might at that time put fome flop* 
to the charitable intentions of feveral 
humane people whootherwife might 
have aliifted ' me, they were inca- 
pable to produce any convid:ion ? 
On the contrary the indefatigable in- 
duflery of my enemies and the un- 
ufal methods made ufe of to preju-*- 
dice the world againft me ; naturally 
kad every- one to conclude niy ene- 
mies themfelves are too. well conr 

vlnced. 
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vmc€d of the injuftice of their tran^ 
£i£i:ions> and that fuch was the o- 
pmion of the abovementioned gen- 
tleman, is obvious from the tenor 
of his letter i in the firft place, he iu« 
genuoufly confelTes that he finds up« 
on 'enquiry the circumftances of 
my ftory to te for the moft part true, 
and how far he traced it, is very evi- 
dent by fupericribing in. his direction 
my mother's chriiHan name, (a cir- 
cumftance as I faid before he knew 
not from me) in (hort thro* the 
whole, tho' a reftraint feems to be 
laid on his pen, ftill juftice and com-- 
paffion appear to retain their feats in. 
his mind ; h^ informs me of the ap« 
plications to him, is forry he. cannot 
alleviate my diftrefs; and ftill con- 
fcfles no one is more deferving of 
pity; and all this after the wicked 
efforts of my father, his bufy agcnt>. 
and their occafional witneft^ 

But 
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But thcfe are net ail' die inftadces. 
of this g9ntlein^n'& caution, not to^ 
countenance too far their dark pro* 
ceedings^ for m his fecond letter 
having in his hiury, after the 
word perfons (meaning diofe ient to 1 
him) added the words of credit, he 
was particularly careful to ftrike- 
them out, doid>tlef^ not thinking; 
they were £b. 

I (hall nowmoft gratefully return my : 
^anksto this gentleman forhiacan-. 
dour and compafnon, and beg his 
pardon for theie few remarks which ^ 
lam perfwaded cannot <)iFend him. 

In regard to my father's ingc-^ 
nious folicitor :. I muft beg leave to> 
obferve, as honefly is the greateft 
ornament to a profeilbr of the law, . 
fo without humanity, that- honour- 
to our nature ; man himfelf is de-. 
graded even beneath the brute crea- 
tion be is buta young man as well as 

niyfelf. 
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£dfy dhd the' he may: be too much 
above the wcMid at prefent, to ftand 
in need of others compa^on, I 
hope he is not too elevated to afford 
it to them that do> as he mufl know 
how fenfible my Either is of my be- 
ing his ion, why does he ceuntc- 
nance my perfecutions ; his firft 
clerk one Mr. Reiley^ who it is ima-^ 
gmed fhou'd be no fkanger to his^ 
mafters fentiinents in that refpeft, 
when he came to fee me in Newgate^ 
admitted my fufFerings were fo un- 
paralled that were he not fo. well ac^ 
quaintcd with, them woad fcarcely 
gain his belief. ' . 

It might be well for this gentte?- 
man wou'd he confider in time what 
muft be the eiFedl: of thefe cruej^ 
thefe unprecedented, proceedings^ 
the imbitteririg a father againft his 
own ofr>ring is a crime of fo ma- 
lignant a nature ai^ loudly to call for 

retribution. 
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retribution, and juftice tho' flife may 
feem to advance with tardy fteps. 
will in due feafon overtake the au* 
thors of evil. 

As for myfelf from my heart, I 
fincerely forgive him every injury I 
have received,, and hope he will meet 
with that mercy in another world, 
which he has cruelly denied me in 
this : I am too well convinced of 
the contrary, to flatter myfelf with 
the fmalleft hopes of receiving any 
benefit, any redrefs, from addref- 
fing him as I now do in ib public a 
manner, but as it may be a means 
to prevent him from future pradliccs 
of the fame bad ftamp, I am con- 
tent and think I have fully difcharged 
my duty to the world and to him, 

I (hall now leave my father and 
the abovementioned gentleman fully 
employed in blocking up every 

• avenue 
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avenue by which they imagined I 
could receive the. leaft relief. 

Whilft this bufinefs was carrying 
on in London^ my miierable condi- 
tion had reached' the ears of the 
charitable and humane in Brijiol ; 
among whom, in September i754> 
I had procured fome printed bills 
to bddifperfed, imploring their com* 
miferation ; but alas ! the opprefTioii 
of a poor imprifoned periihing youth 
was now become a matter^ of fuch 
. importance^ that a malignant party, 
ready to facrifice the peace and hap- 
pinefs of a fellow-creature to their, 
own finifter ends, and ambition,, 
Aarted up againft me^ with a certain 
temporizing levitCv at their head, who ^ 
with all the implacability of a per--- 
fonal refentment,.lcft .no ftratagem 
of malicious defaingtion unemployed 
to prejudice my charader : hunted . 
me as. a . common enemy, and. the . 

misfortunes „^ 
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misfortunes of my mother, together 
with the inadvertencies of my youth, 
were not only infinitely aggravated 
and expofed to the wide world, and 
every trivial e?ror I could be charg- 
ed with, magnified ten thoufand 
fold ; but every bafe infinuation that 
he was able to fuggeft, was care- 
fully added to perfed their inhu- 
manity. 

In particular, my good friend the 
J^m moil eminently diftinguifhed 
himfetf in this laudable procedure, 
for he immediately fent an account 
to his worthy friend and patron in 
Londpn of the diftribution of the a- 
forefaid hand-bills, and the great 
danger there was of the effeS: it 
might have upon the minds of the, 
good chriftians in that city^ but e*ei' 
tnc vigilant do(5tor could rec«ve arf 
anfwer to his letter, a fpirit of cha- 
rity feemed univcrfally to difcover it- 

felf 



150 The Opprefled Captive. 

felf, pity and compaffion pleaded ia 
my behalf, and n>y father'^s cruelty 
met with fo general a deteftation^ 
that a fubfcription was refolved upoa 
in my favour. 

Juft as this humane and charitable 
defign was going to be put in execu- 
tion, and the gentlemen of the city 
were aflembled together at the cof-. 
fee-houfe for that purpefe, this bufy 
prieft entering the room, defired the 
attention of the company to what he 
had to relate. Then drew from his 
pocket a. letter he had juft received, 
from his patron, fluffed with tho 
grofleft fajfities that malice and in- 
fernal artifice could invent; being 
wrote more in the fpirit of^TurkiJh 
bafhaw to his fervije <iepenflants,than 
of' a Britijh fenator to his conftitu* 
ents J arid more adapted to a. cbuntry 
of flaves than a free people ; the 

cpntcnte 
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contents of which was to afiurc the 
public : 

Firftly, That Tiberius was fo far 
from being my father, diat he could 
if necefiary, with the greateft eafe 
convince the world I was the fon of 
a favorite fcrvant of his, and no ways 
related to him. 

Secondly, That this fervanthad 
unfortunately applied to him for his 
intereft to get his child apprenticed 
out, that upon his enquiry into 
what bufinefe I moft liked, Ipitched 
upon that of an apothecary; and 
that by his means and intereft I was' 
bound to an apothecary accordingly. 

Thirdly, That I had gone fre- 
quently by the names of Fribourgb- 
and Plunketty and nevertill fuch time' 
as I came to Tfewgatem Hondon^^di 
I affumed the name of Nugenius. 

Fourthly, That I had made ap- 
plication to a great many Roman 

Catholicks 
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Catholicks, his irreconciliable ene- 
mies, and by a ftory well told, com- 
pared of artifice and lies, had de-- 
ceived many. 

And laftly^ That upon tLe requeft 
of one captain Hamilton^ I was in- 
troduced into his majefty's fervice j 
but that I was fuch a mean, low-lif d 
fellow, as to behaye ill in every fta- 
tion ^ that thro' fome defeft in th& 
law I could not be committed by the 
vagrant ad:, to make up which fail- 
eri it had been contrived to commit 
me upon a bond and judgment, as, 
the juftice propofed. 

, Then this reverend gentlcftian^, 
commenting on the ubove heads, not 
a firigle article of which was true, 
harrangu'd the company for fome 
time on the henious intention of 
fubfcribing a trifle for the relief of a 
poof ftarving prifoner. 

But he would do well to confidcr 

ho w,> 
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how much fuch uncfariftian and in** 
human aftions indicates the rancour 
of a yew^ or even the malice of a 
Belzebub (a title he feems to be 
greatly enamoured w^ith, by adopt- 
ing it in his anonymous wi-itings^ for 
to do no good hinaiclf, and at the fame 
time to difTuade others from doing 
it> is diabolical indeed. 

However thcfe charges fo pofitively 
brought agaihft me (for that time) 
fufpended the intended fubfcription 
which gave no fmall fatisfadtion to 
the industrious dod:ar, but as thefe 
proceedings were not done in a corner 
and tranfadbions of fuch a kind being 
apt to excite the attention of the cur- 
ious, they were quickly known 
in London^ and happening to 
be the Aibjed of difcourfe in a pub- 
lick company, a gentleman then 
prefcnt determined feeing me upon 
it, whigh he accordingly did, and 

looking 
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looking upon thefe accumulated in* 
juries done to a defencelefs young 
man as truly deferving the ailiftance 
of ever enemy to oppreflion; he 
aftenvards at my rcqueft generoully 
took upon himfelf the trouble to 
anfwer the reverend doftor. in the 
following letter. 

* The high regard I entertain 

* for your facred order lays me under 

* no fmall difficulty, whenlpurpofe 

* addreffingmyfelf to you upon what 

* really appears to me in fo difagreea- 

* ble a light; and had I not the 

* ftrongeft proofs, I fhould be inclin- 

* ed to disbelieve it. 

* It is a charge againft you Sir, no 

* lefs then doing thegreateft injury to 

* one who never offended you, and 

* at the Expence of truth, juftice and 

* humanity; therefore the duty I owe 

to 
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* to God, and mankind in general, 

* a love for juftice, and a hatred to 

* tyranny, oblige me to point out to 

* you, the wrong you have done, and 

* in how great a degree you have been 

* an inftrument'to opprcfs the op- 

* preffed. 

* From your function Sir, you will 

* think mef not unreafonable, if I fay, 

* I have the greateft right to expc<ft, 

* not only trflth and juftice, but corn- 

* paffioni mercy and chriftian charity: 

* we are not^to think the frowns of a 

* man in power, fufficient to terrify, 

* or his fmiles to allure us, to be cruel 

* or unjuft y but if I have a right con- 

* ception ofthings,(if not pardon me) 
•• we are commanded to 3 o, as we 

* would bexlone by, which I take to 

* be a precept that ought to be en- 

* graven on ev^ry man's,,brpaft, 

. * I (hall noW^roceed.to^e charge, 

* I vtras one with feviral others, at a 

* much 



k 
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* much frequented Coffee-boufe near 

* the Royal-ExchangCy when among 

* other difcourfes relative to the city, 

* and its members, the cafe of a 

* young gentleman, faid to be the 

* fon of one of them, and at this pire- 

* ferittime confined, and perifhing in 
^'NewgaU by his father s procure- 

* ment, was brought upon the car- 

* pet, his diftreiTes we^ pitied, and 
. * his unnatural treatment univerfalr 

* ly condemned. 

* But as I had been pretty much 

* from town myfelf, and not perfect- 

* ly acquainted with the cafe, which 
^ theyfeemed to reprefentas fhocking 

* to humanity, I craved the relation, 

* and was indulged, 'and am conftrain- 
^ ed to fay of all the proceedings I 

* have ever remembred to have read 

* of, in this nation, and too many fad 
' inftances have been, I cannot recol- 
' led any that exceeds this young 

* gentleman's 
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gendeman's; has being fuch a 

.* long train rf unnatuM cruelties : 

^ hxxt to find ^ tnan of Numitius^s 

* xharafter, a divine of die church 

^ of Englandy officipufly ading a \ 

* principal plart in this tragicd \ 
^ icene, feemed to me cXtreainly ' 
* -odd, and to depriciatenotaiittl^ 

^ *from his riierit. 

* That this unhappy young ^ 

* gentleman, is now in tne greateft * 
^ "want on the common fide of 

« -Newgate I took the trouble to 

* fatisfy myfelf by pcuhr demon-* 

* ftratioti : I faw him," cpnvcrfed 

* with hini, and muft own he 
^ deferves not dnly mine, but every 

* man's real pity; for g^vejne leave 

* to add, I ufed every- art I was 
^ mafter of, to diftuiguifh truth from 

* faUhood^ in the circumftances of 

* 4iis relation, attd have no room 
^ to doubt its authenticity* 

' H < Na»i^ 
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• Now, Sir, in rep«3tayowrfelf 
|[[ on wliat paffed at the Coffee^- 

* £&«/^sitwasaflerted,andftroEigly 

^ ini&ued upcm, that you had under- > 

* took publicly to maintain^ for 
^ reaibns bdO: known to youdelf, 
^ tho' to others sot uafathcMXb- 
^ able, that ^ this yqung gen* 

* tleman was not any relation to 
^ Tiberiut, Nugenius \ that he was 

* bound an apjirentke to an apothe^- 
^ cary, run. away and ioil his maf-' 

* ter's favour^ mat he was in the 

* army, but by the dqpravity of his 
^ nature^ for^^ited or made away 

* with his con^mifliQn. That be 
< applied to roman catholics, and 

* by an artful jftory well toW bad 
^ deceived a great many of that 
^ perfuafion. That he was carried 

* a^ a vagrant before juftice FUiding. 

* but .npt committed throw fcM&e 
^< defcd in the law; 

« Several 



1 
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* Saveral other particulars were 
^ by thefe gentlemen laid to your 

* accotmt, which at prefent I will 
^ omit, and only fpeak to thoie I 

* have enquired into, which is what 

* I greatly fear you have not, 

* thotiFgh a itep quite eflbntial to* 

* Ibrm a right judgment of things ; 

* pray^ Sk, as to the firft, if he 

* is not as is aHedgcd the Ion of 

* Tiberiuh why did he educate him 

' vat Mr* Fag^tffs acadelny ini>/M>y, ' 

* part of which time his other fon' 

* wa« cotemperary with him 5 if he ' 

* was'no relation how came he to put | 

* him an apprcn^ce to an apothe- 
f cary, or get him a commiffipa 

* im the army, which through the 

* depravity of hi^ nature you fay 
' he forfeited ; thefe are natural 
' queftions, if we defire to arrive 

* at tputh \ as alfo, who that a- 

* pothecarf was, and in what part 

H 2 • of 
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* .of the world he liv€d^ andlikcwKc 

* in whofe regiment he boretibe 
^ commiffion you mention^ for you 

* fay he was in the army by the 

* intereit of one Capt. Hamikw^ 
"* a perfon he never faw, and 
' hath as little an idea of as be 

* has of your imaginary apothe« 

* cary 5 but fliould we admit thefe 

* drcumftancestobe true, we might 
^ Join you indeed, in thinking his 
^ nature very depraved, that he 

* fliould Jiave two foch genca-ous 
^ friends no wife related to him 

* but both entire ftrangers, who 

* fliould have his Intereft £c^ 

* highly at heart, thus elemoiyna-- 

* rily to ferve him,and he not know 

* how to value their favours ? but 

* fuppofe do<3;or thefe aflerdons 
"• ihould not be litteraly true, or 
^ fuppofe they are in no Angle 
f x^ircumflance fo, but the mdt 

abominable 
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*' abominable felfhoods ever ut- 
^ tered, what will you fay then,. 

* ignorance can- be no excufe ; 

* common fame can be no authority, 
^ the father's 'affertion no argu* 
^ ment, becaufe he is a party, and 

* no fenfible man* can deviate in 

* judging, from the golden maxim, 
^ audi alteram partumf Then do<f oi 
^ letmetellyouthefe are all abfolute 
•^ falfhoods- from* the beginning 

* to the en*, and' when it is con- 

* fidtred agaihft whom they are cal- 

* cttlated, words are deficient to ex- 

* prefs the heinoufnefs of the crime, 

* either in* the compofer or vender : 

* and forry am I to hear it fhould 

* be laid to the charge of a divine of 

* iStitchxxt^Sti'of England : it is poor;: 

* chfiftianity indeed to blame nature, 

* for a fauk that never exifted, the 
*^ more effeftually to prevent relief 
I being afibrdedaperilhing prifoner, 

H3 ^i& 
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^ is this agreeable to liie iloiftrine 

* your great mafter whofe cptinifter 

* you arc? Wbcjfe precepts you 
< ought not only to iiK^ulcate )bat 

,• obfor vewhcxfe examples you oifcght 
« to follow and promote; you 

* cannot &y it isr^^he was the 

* prifoner's fri^d for he viiited 
^ theqi) he promifes not to for* 
^ get the fn^iefl ofEces doofs the 
'^ neceflitious^ he has not com- 

* maiadcd us to join the father's 

* inhujmanity ia j>erfe?:i?tiiig the 

* fon, his delig^it is mercya, ^nd 
*' he that fays he loves ipod, and 
" loves liot his brother is a Carj 

* minifters of God, Sir, ftjould not 

* be engines of ' piEfffecu^nsl 

* mercenary tools ! and ft^l^*$ of 
"• eaiUily preferment at -the ex* 
.* pence of chriftianity* 

' But to proceed, Sir> to the 
I next aflibrtion^ that he jipplie^i <a 

j^omaa 
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* roman catholics, told an artful 

* ftory and deceived many. 

' You do not tell us what lie 

* applied for, indeed you need hot, 
/ for admitting it to be fad, it 

* will be concluded it wos for fup- 

* port: a great crime it muft be 

* allowed truly, and fo becaufe'a 

* mifera hie young gentleman loaded 

* with ;all the calamities which an 
^ ninnSttttal parent from an op- 
"• prdfiVc 'diipoifition can invent, 
;* will not out of complaifance to 

* fuch cruel tyranny, fubmit to ftarvc, 

* but is willing to ask, and accept 

* of relief, from the charitable, 

* and humane who Jiappen in 
""• this cafe to be roman catholic 

* Chriftians; for you will not I 

* dare fay aver there ire na 

* fuch 5 muft a minifter of the 
V church oi England^ to teftify 

* his religious (more properly 

H 4 irrehgpus 
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* irreligious) zeah.ufe every a«t 

* the depravity of his nature caa 

* fugged, to demonftrate his w^t 

* of chriftian love, and a due 

* fcnfe of his holy office ? Muft 

* he banifla truth and compaflion, 

* unfheath the fword of vengeance, 
* . j(ally out to the Coffee-Houje^ flop 

* the charitable fubfcriptions de- 

* fign'd, and adlually carrying cai 
^ to alleviate the difbreiTes of a 

* perifhing captive, and thus anti- 

* chrijiian bero-Uke^ cftablifli a pre- 
' tcqce to the father's intereft by the 
' facrifice of the fon ; and tell the 

* Lordj vengeance is mine, and I 

* will repay it. 

^ But do(Sor, grant mq your pa- 
' tience a little longer, I only roean 

* to open your eyes in a firiendly 

* manner, and therefore truft you 
' will patiently hear me, and re^ 

* ceive my endeavours for your good,. 

* witK 
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'^ witfi all the warmth of a fihcerc 
*' thankfulnefs ; you % he was car-- 
« tied before Suffice Fielding, and 
^; tlM*«igh a^deficitncy in the law 
•^ could not be comrtiitted'} this art(- 
*: fice is Ae oifly one arllongft m^- 
• •* ny that has the leaft truth in it,. 
*' though but in a part neither ; vet 
^ again unfortunately for yoii, I rear 

* it will not do* you muchhonour^ 

* that he was carried before juflice 
*"^ Fie/ding is allowed, but a deficiency 
** in the law was not the caufe of 
^ his nonK:ommitment, and here I 

* cannot help^ thinking^ you know 
*' that as wefl as I, for ^n other 

* reafon is honeftly afligned, which 

* if you arc ignorant of I will telf 
*' youi juftice Fielding was afhamed 

* of the proceeding, and he and all' 
*" prefeht interceeded' with the fa- 
^ ther, in his bchatf, inftcad' of 
*^ committing himj to- give hirii a 

H 5 f fuia 
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^ fmn of mooey, &c. and he then 
^ gave him ten poiuuk. (For a full i 
^ account of theie trao^iihioiis^ . fee 
/ page 64,6j;«) WhatthaJt you 
^ now do^or x>f ypur ik^dwcy m 

* the law? but we are now ibe- 

* fore the jufHee, ai^d a^ providenee 
^ would have it, what juftke do you 
/ think was done 'him> he was 

* own'd by his father, not to be a 

* relation only, but to \>t hi$ £>n$ 
^ the famue a lategreaj: prince was 
' well convinced of) when heordjer- 

* ed Tiberius to a^ a fether*3 part by 

* him ; and then out c^his royal cle*-- 
' mency gave him a purf^ , hor^ 
^ comes he then do6ix)r to be alienate 
« edbyyou; you cannot be igieioii- 
< ble (^ what I ^rt, for the caife i» 

* notorious^ his mother and her re^ 

* UtionS) as well as the &ther own 
^ it, thoi^h not to the father's 
^ honour i £he beings his firilcoufin 

/ " "' "~ * amu 
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and the daughter of a gerttlemaij. 
of 2500 pounds /fr annum. Cer- 
tainly, Sir, you rauft now fee how 
far you have erred ; or to fj^tfak 
more favourably, how grdfly yc^i* 
have fbffered yourfelf tohe tm^ 
pofcd upon. 

^ You cannot now I.hope be uih- 
fenfible x)f the crime, you have 
•committed, in too eagerly efpouft 
ing as truth, the moft abfurd fill- 
fities y let me appeal to your own 
brcaft, can-the youthful inadverten- 
cies of this miferable young gentle- 
man,with theleaft Shadow o^wftict 
incur fuch Unheard <:if cruelty froin 
bis father's hands; is nothing 
to fatisfy his feigned refentment 
but the abfdlate deftriiiftion df Ms 
own fon ? How di^boficSal .ixihk 

fuch a difpofition be, heavenitfel:^ 
Sir, you .kn6W expedts only, our 
repentance for our crimes, and 

* {hall 
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, * fhall an . earthly, parent covet more ^ 

* furely if you have been as artfuUjii 

* inveigled a& I fuppofe you may 

* to- ad: an unchriftian part you will 

* not delay making the beft rctaUa^ 
*' tiopi in yjpu power^ 

* Mankind has* a right to cxpefit 

* frona^your ftation, nothing incon- 

* fiilent with mercy,, truth and 

* juftice, how commendable, nay^ 

* howagre^blc to the tenets of thit 

* dodrine you preach,, would it be 

* for youi Sir, to employ your good 
/offices to heal^a breach attended 
t with fuch abhorred drcumibmces. 

* To join againff the oppreffed, is 

* the higl^eft inhumanity ; and he 

* that cannot feel for ano&er^s mif? 

* fortunes, is no better than a living 

* ftone } whilft on the other hand, 

* to do ads of tendernefs and mercy, 

* and to become the, peace-maker, 
I call^ dpwn an inmiediate bleifing 
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^ upon the pradicers of .thofefodal 

* virtues : let us confider we are aU 
^ of the fame. Creator, made of the 
^ fame mould, muft crumble into 

< th<; fame du£b s and that to^ be a 

* Di*oes here, only forfeits heaven 

* hereafter- 

'Permkme then^.Sir, to conjure 

* ypu, by the duty you owe to God 
•and man, let your utmoft endeav*- 
^ ours hence forward be doubled iA 

* behalf of this undefervedly deplor** 

* able perfecuted youth j and may 

* Gkxl give a bleiling to the under^* 
.'taking. I am, &c. Veritjis* 

< P. Sm I am feniible he is ready to 
'accept his liber^ on any terms h» 

< father pleafes; and will, I dare fay, 
« be diligent and induftrbus in what^ 

* ever tetion of lifehe is pleafed to 
*'place.him. 

This letter, one would have ima«» 
g^ned would have a good effedup^ 

on. 
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oh ^ one not dead tor ail fenfe o^ 
fliamej but I never found it had any 
on the good doftor; for when I ar- 
ferwvds^feconded k with the great- 
<ft fenfe ^ duty ta my father, con- 
cern at his dKpkafurc, md refped:^ 
for hinxfelf, he very civiiy returned 
k me under cover, to put me to? 
double charge, amidft the poverty 
ttf Nenvgate^ However, this letter 
in my behalf, again revived the good 
intentions of the public to relieve my 
diftrefi; and was thought a fuffi-^ 
tient vindication by all, excqpt thofe 
eoncemed in the charge. 

Durkig thefe proceedings it\ Brif- 
toh my adverfaries were not lefs vi- 
gilant in London : I fKll perfifted in 
writing feveral refpedfiu letters to 
my father, in order, if poflSbie, tp 
move his .compaffion ;' but. as to 
the deHvery I will not \it certain ; 
and diefe I ^dofed to a gentle- 
man 



man of^ lasi^ whok refidmoe is in 
Faifrrtiofter nw^md with whom the 
nadcr as tscU as niyielf is already too 
well acquainted : him I endeaYcosred 
alfos^wtmi^lJie rhetoric of pleading 
diftrefs, to prevail upon te be hu-^ 

Thn, it I mkf be pennitted the 
eaeprd&ki, was miHmig the ^gicr ^ 
the inofl: I could procure was an of* 
ifer of indcnliag myfidf out to whom 
my £tther ple^Gni for five years, to 
^o where he ol&tkd, and to have 
<five' pounds m dloaths to ei^ip 
xne^jmiirepouhdd in moneys but 
I fancy my readers will imagine I 
had fiiU enough of my intended 
vojrage from jfir^i^ to^nk of go- 
ing I knew not where, or how, nor 
VRsSi whom* 

Still, becaqfcl would ^e as litifid 
room to bbuoM my coodwft as poi^ 
fifak, and being pretiQr well furfeited 

with 
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withipK£)n$ and' confinement;^ f 
wrote to my father's^ Md foUicitOr 
the following letter about Cbrifimas 
two years ago* 
To Mr. Gbx, in 'Bater^-mfier^rtmi 

* SIR, 

* 1 have long flattered n^elf that 
my patient fubmiffion to my im- 
pmlleled fufierings^ would at ioil; 
have procured me fomealleviatioa 
of miferies, by a remittance of my 
father's difpkafure ; but how fsr 
fuch a difpofition has availed me^ 
niycontinuance in thisihorrid pkc^ 
an4 in this deplorable concti^ion, 

* too plainly fpeaks.* . 

* When I laft received propofali 

* from my father by your clerk f now 
•« feme time ago/tbo' they were in* 

* deed too hard to be complied withj 
< I rieverthelefs iUll hoped h^ 

* compoffionate my fufierings> and 
\ enlarge his. terms J but I have ncA 

fince. 
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* (ince heard from any body en this 

* head. 

' Therefore, Sir, I now take leave 
^ to trouble you, once more hum- 

* bly entreating you to lay thefoUow- 

* ing propofals before my father. 

* Propofals,, Sir, which from their 

* own reafonablenefs, and hi& kno>w 

* ledge df my affli<aions, 1 flatter 
« myfelf he can't rejedti— -Your 
^ clerk propofed to me my going 
^ abroad as an indented fervant, with 

* five pounds in cloaths, and ii\^ 

* pounds in money for my equip- 

* ment j but when thje. length of 
/time, the Ciommoa decay of ap- 

* parely C^Cn is confidered, I truft 

* the infufficiency of this provifion is 

* too obvious to rendqr me blaflp©- 

* able for declining my acceptancp^ 

* I therefore, Sir, moft humbly- 

* offer to my honoured father, that 
•'hie.wiould bepleafcd toinlarge his 

intendeds 
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* intended provifion in proportion ta 

* theneeeffity, that mufk of courfe 

* arife from time to time in the fpacc 

* of five years ; and tjiat I may be 

* at liberty to provide myfelf with a 
^ captain to be indented to> though 

* to what tradc> or to what part ot 
^ the world he pleafes. 

^ This my moft humble rcqueft,, 

* I flatter myfelf will meet with a 

* kind compliance ; as it mvA ap- 

* pear to every one^too reafonable ta 
^ apprdiend die contrary ^andthere- 

* fore not being more follicitous ta 

* put an end to my heavy afili<Stions^ 

* than to prevent the town's further 

* entertainment with the unhappy 

* differences between a father and a 

* fen, I moft ardently defire you 

* will not delay communicating this 
-/•my dernier requefl to my father^ 

, * affuring him my future conduft in 
^ life fhall fully denjonftrate I wa& 

not 
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* not unworthy his compaffion and 

* forgivencfs : but that all my adtions 

* fhall be influenced by the ftrongeft 

* ties of duty and affeftion 5 I beg 

* Sir, you will favour me with your 
' anfwer ; and believe me, Sir^ 

Ttmrmoji obedient fervant^ 
^ RoBEXT Nugent, junicr^ 
Common Jide oj Newgate. 

* P. B. The part Sir of a hu- 

* mane and generous interceflbr is at 
^ all times in itfelf too commend- 

* able, and in this particular cafe, 

* too obvioufly req[t!wfite, for me to 

* imagine you witf require any furtli- 

* er folicitation Of your ^ood offices, 

* than an aflurance they will be high* 

* ly acceptable, and ever gratefully 

* jremacrjbered *by me/ . 

To this lettpr I never heard a fyU 
lable in return, nor, to many others,, 
in all which I endeavonred to ufe 
fuch langua|;e as might give the 

leaft 
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kaft odbice. to my father, for tho^ 
my fufFeringfi have been intollcrable, 
fuch was the induftry of them par* 
ties, who bufied themfelves^inthefe 
aifairs, poffibly to procure favour, 
that I make no doubt, had it not been 
for the ill offices done betwieen us,, 
things would happily and. long ago 
have hc^Ti reconciled. 

I had now been near a twelve 
month, confined in thisr fabric tli 

, woe, or rather as Milton, f^ys in his 
iiiblime defcription, pf: a 1 place to 

.which this i& but little inferior in 
borrow.. 



■ Sights of woe, 



. A^ons of Sorrow, dokfal fhades* where peace 
And reft can ne?e^ dwell. 

Should I detain the reader a mo- 
ment upon this fink of human mife- 
ry,. it will not be improper to caution 
hirai with rue and fage to- arm his 
neAiils^, leafl: contagion 0iould dart 

along; 
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^leng th« fines peifoned with ic/foul 

' At your firft entrance ^into thcfe 
^oomy teriteries, you are faluted by 
the turnkey and his afiiflunts, in 
whofe afpeft, not the leaft traces of 
humanity are to be fcund.^ — ^The ira- 
pioiis man Who da^ed to explore the 
feccets of a charnal-houfe, and dlf- 
turb the awful remains of the dead, 
would here find his courage fail, his 
fpiritsilroop, and fear unfelt before 
fekse upon his nerves, at firft fight 
of this gorgon crew. 

The tainted air infed:s the lungs, ^ 
and an unu^al tremor afFedts every 
joint, a dark flair-cafe prefents itfelf 
to view, which being afcended, you 
enter into a long difmal room, the 
window-s of which, inftead of glafe, 
admit the faint rays of light, toge- 
Aer with the wind and weather, 
through fo&driba^fmfly iron, long 

oakea 
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oakca benches fupply the pl^ce of. 
chairs, and a fet of wretches, ia. 
wfao£e laces are palated variety of mi- 
feriesy furround an enipty tahle 
which ffaretx^hes its ample length 
ftom^eiMltoend. 

This :is. thb qu^f r. dllotted fof 
refidence of the mafter^i^le debtors,. 
^isu thofe v^ho have paid what they 
c^l the. admittance fee» 

Another flight c^ fkirs condiadte 
you to their bed-chjwfnber,. jjot ikn^. 
propcirlyt call'd the Aoae^vmrd^tlaie for? 
niture of which, difagreea ia no vtaya> 
with, that bcfow : the anras. of this 
rQomriS;£blid ftoj^ie,^ which comdenfies 
the- geililcntial vappiair and pours' 
fi:om v^tsy £^e a perpetuaLib£am] 
of Boxiou^ waters : a beautifal pro- 
{^c£t of Smw^ill is fceto throagh 
thechecqwered light,, which is fufii- . 
cieiidy kr^ to let in plenty o^ nn-. 
whokfome . windsx ^uad .we^oim^ 

ftorms i 
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^rms 3 m doubt v^ pkafent to 
the unhappy tenants, who abound 
iiot in beddings where- with to ihut 
out fuch unwekome vifiters. 

Ye ftony-hearted creditors^ is it 
thus ye degrade human nature ? is 
the knage of God to be thus debafed? 
is it poiHble for trudi to encreaie 
fuch diimal fcenes ?— * Yes ! go aloii^ 
with me to the oppofitc fide — - 
Olliumaiuty, where art thoufied, 
are thefe men dius involved la 
ilench^ and devoured with vermin, 
wrap'd up in darknefs, and perishing 
wltn. hunger ? what heinous crin^ 
have thete committed, worthy c^ 
fuch unfpeakable fufferings? hj 
wretch, whom murdered thou ?— « 
The want of three pounds has de- 
tained me here thefe three years ;.—> 
a few (hillings fays another, would fet 
me free, wimout which to difcharge 
my goal-fees, I mufl remain here, 

tiU 
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tUlthe grave receives my half-eaten 
carcafs. 

O Britannia! is this thy greatly 
boafted liberty; are tfaefe (kelitons 
c^mifery thy fons ; are ye chriftians, 
ye ihfliders 6f fuch barbarities; ■■■ 
No 5 ye are not men, but itiflruments 
oihellj to fcatter vengeance amongfl: 
mankind. But mark, the time will 
come, when ye fhall be repaid ten- 
fold, when ye fliall crfl upon Ac 
mountains in vain, to flielter ye 
from his avenging ire, who holds 
the ballanceof eternal juftice. 

Hark ! what unufual noife is yon- 
der, the promifcuous clangor of 
fetters, chains and handcufFs, addi- 
tional fcenes of wretchednefs— — 
Here juftice indeed fhakes the iron 
rod ; tremble ye authors of rapine, 
your fiital day approaches ; regret - 
your crimes and not the punifli*- 
ment 

Ap- 
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Approach not yonder infernal ap- 
partments, where blafphemy, lewd- 
nefs and every fpecies of vice, the 
recital of which, would pollute the 
tongue, have taken poffeffion ; ye 
wretches ! what unfound politicks 
tranfports ye to defufe your infec- 
tious vicft in diftant regions and in- 
fant colonies.^— Shall ye enjoy the 
comforts of frelh air in diftant climes, 
which is denied to'thefe, whofe 
only crime is being unfortunate,— 
fhall ye be at liberty to propagate 
vice ! and fhall thefe faultlefs, remain 
to fwallow peftilential air, and'con- 
fume with famine 3 to the fcandal 
of chriftianity, and difgrace of chrif- 
tian laws, but fo it muft be, till pro- 
vidence and the legiflature order 
otherwife, — Shall we vifit thole 
darkfome cells, where the objedts 
of juftice wait for the dreaded bell ; 
whofe folemn foupd, fure harbinger 
i of 
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of death, brings on the fatal minute,' 
which plunges them into boundlefs 
eternity. Thefcgne is too awful; 
fly, fly thefe realms of horror, 
and let me reader be condu6ted a- 
long with thee, once more to breath 

{>urer air -, which by the benevo- 
ence of my worthy friends iTj^BriJiolj 
I am now enabled to do, by remo- 
ving myfelf to the Fleet : for in fpite 
of die malevolent pra<ftices made ufc 
of hy the prieft ; the bafe proceed- 
ings of my enemies, began to appear 
in a true light, and compauion 
once more Taifed it's head. 

A fubfcription was open'd for me, 
by means of which, I not only bad 
a-dieu to the horrors of Newgate^ 
and was preferved from perifhing ; 
but for my future fupport, was enabled 
to lay before the publick a full ac- 
count of all my fufferings, the pub- 
lication of which, my father, and 

his 
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hfe fubtile agents ftrenjioufly erideaW" 
toured to prevent, threats, mena- 
ces, and all the vengeance of future 
law, was employed to deter the 
printers, publifhers, &c. from daring 
to print or publifti a fingle flieet in 
my favojir, yet all in vain, the un- 
finiftied pamphlet found it's way to 
the prefs, and though compofed in 
the utmoft hurry, was favourably 
reteived by the nobility and gentry, 
to whom for their generous recep- 
tion of fuch a trifle, I return my 
lincereft acknowledgements, and 
my bofom glowing with gratitude, 
daily fupplicates almighty goodnels 
ten thouland ibid, to reward thofe 
my generous benefaftors, without 
whofe humane afRflance, the grave 
before now, muft have put a period 
to my miferies. 
By the advice of feveral friends I wr S 
/ now brought up to Guildhall to take 
I 2 the 
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the benefit of the late aft of/infoU 
vency, but my father's iqjiumanity, 
was now arrived to fo great a pitch, 
nothing could deter hun trom ap- 
pearing againft me in the face 01 a ^ 
whole court. As the day . was un- 
certain^ he had the difpleafure of 
attending three or four different times, 
being determined not to mifs his op- 
j^unity, yet in cafe the court 
ihould grant me liberty, which was 
unhappily for me, not in their power, 
and to put a finifhing flroke to his 
barbarities, a gang of failors were 
planted^t the doors of the Jiall to 
leize me as I fhould come out, and 
with the utmoft expedition carry me 
onboard a tender. 

My fchedule when called for be- 
ing produced contained nothing but 
a lift of two hundred books and 
pamphlets, intitled the unnatural 
father, and which indeed ^as the 

fum 
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fum total of all my efFcdls, the 
court now^xed their eyes upon this 
perfecutijQ^ parent, whofe blood 
mounted in his cheek,, and for once 
his afliirance failed him* Several 
knotty points were now difcuflcd, 
but the bond which I had been fo 
artfully induced to execute in Gloii^ 
eeJter^CaJiky exceeding the fum 
mentioned by adl of parliament * 
I 3 it 

* This claufc in the aft of Infolvency:, 
which detains me now in prlion, may not be. 
difagreeable to the reader.— —Provided al* 
ways that this aft (hall not extend todifcharge 
any per fans out of prifon, taking his or her 
difcharg« under this aft, with refpeft to any 
debt which he or fhe fliall fland charged at 
the Aiit of the crown, or (hall be indebted to 
any body politick or corporate, gx to any one 
perfen, in any fum exceediiig the fum of 500I. 
befidesintereft^Miid coft, unlefsfuch body{>o- 
]ittck or corporate, or creditor, (hall confent 
thereto, and if any fuch body politick, or 
corporate, or creditar, ta whom a fum ex- 

cteding 
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it was with the greateft reluftance^ 
that the court remanded me back to 
prifon, giving me the full allowance 
permitted by the ad:, which, is three 
{hillings and fix-pence per week. 

To the recorder and lord njayor, 
1 am under the greateft obligations 
for the pity and compaffion they 

were 

ceeding 500 L fhall be owing, ihall oppofe the 
the difcharge of fuch prifoner, and fliall infill 
thatltich prifoner be continued in goal \ that 
then in fucK cafe, fuch body politick, or cor- 
porate, or creditor,, oppofing the faid prifo- 
ner's difcharge as aforefaid, {hall at bis, her 
or their proper coft and charges, allow, and 
pay fuch a weekly maintenance, to the faid 

!»rifoner, not exceeding three {hillings and 
ix-pence fir week, in fuch manner, as the 
juftices in their general or quarter feffions 
ihall order, and upon non payment of the 
lame, for the fpace of fix weeks, the faid 
prifoner, upon applicition to the faid juAices 
10 their general or quarter feffions as aforefaid, 
{ball be dtfcharged puifuanc to the meaning 
nd intent of this ad. 
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were pleafcd to fliew my hard cafe, 
and think it no lefs than my duty, to 
return my fincereft thanks in this 
place for (uch their benign regards. 

I found myfelf now for life fixed 
in a prifon, and fliut out from the 
moft diftant hopes of ever attaining 
future liberty, as my unjuft aftion 
will for Kfe detain me in durance 
and my mifery only be encreafed, 
fhould my fellow fuffcrers, by the 
intervening mercy of any future aft 
be admitted to partake of thofe 
bleffings, which through the means 
of parental tyranny/ arc alas ! for 
ever denied to me. 

MyTathei- having thus cqmpleated 
'my mifery, things remained for ^a 
wnile in a ftate of Ihidtion untHl 
fome months ago, propofals were 
again made for fending me abroad. 
The firfl: mover of which, like a 
fnake in the grafe, artfully- kept him.- 
14^ felf 
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felf concealed, to the end, he might 
the more eSeftpally feize his prey* 

A certain gentleman a namefake, 
and as he fays a relation of my mo- \ 

ther's, who has had the honour of \ 

hearing a militid colonel's commif- 
iion in fomc part of the IVeJl Indies^ 
where I am informed he is poffcflcd | 

of a confiderahle eftate, came in per-* 
fon to the Fleets and applying him- 
felf to a gentleman converfant in the 
law, who had fome fmall acquain- ' 

tance with me j under the fanftion 
of humanity and goodwill, intro- 
duced himfelf in the following man- 
ner, Sir, I am informed an unhappy 
young fellow, the fon of a near re- 
latbn o&mine, whofe name is Nu-- 
geniusj nas been for fometime con- 
£ned in this place, as I have the 
greateft regard for his mother, my 
endeavours (hall not be wanting to 
get him out, my propo&ls I ihaU 

leave 
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leave with you, to whom I have 
been particularly recommended^ 
which you at leifure may communis- 
cate to him ; tell him if he agrees 
thereto, I will out of nay own pocket 
. difeharge his debt Of fix hnndred 
. and twenty pounds, together with 
cofts, and according to his behaviour 
he may expedt future favours. 

After he was gone the counfellor 
feiU for me into the Coffee-room^ the 
uncommon, news gave me no fmaU 
: tranfports, but how was that chilled, 
when I was acquainted with the 
heads of the propofals, and the un- 
artful mask fell at my feet, I was in 
the firfl place to indent myfelf for 
four years, to ferve him upon a plan^ 
tation of his, in the iflanddf Santa 
Gruzy which by the by is- a Danijh 
fctdcment, my falary to be twenty 
pounds per annum j I was to enter in^ 
to: a bond with a thoufand pounds 
I 5 penal— 

-/ 
// 

/ ( 
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penalty^ never to uie the name, 
which by the laws of iny country I 
am entitled tOy nor to return during 
. the fpace of four years to England^ 
nor ever be any more troublefome 
to Tiberius or his family ; I was not 
to have either money or cloaths till 
they had got me on board. 

In confideratipn of agreeing to 
thefe articles^ I was to receive fifty 
pounds when arrived in the IFeft 
Indies^ he, the colonel was to pay ' 
my debts in the prifon which might 
amount to about fifteen or twenty 
pounds; and likewife to provide 
me with all fuitable apparel: but 
obferve the money which he laid 
out to pay my debts contracted ia 
prifon, and ,to furnifh me with 
cloaths was to be deduced from the 
fifty pounds; and I was only ta 
receive the ballance, if any, in Santa 
Cruz^: My paflage &c. he would 

alfo 
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aWb pay, but I was ftill to be his' 
debtor, and pay that when I fhould* 
be rich ; I make ufe of the exprefs 
words as they flood in the pro* 
pofak. 

Such were the conditions pro- 
pofed by this gentleman, to which 
the world will fuppofe I made fev- 
era! objiedions, a refpedtful and 
humble remonftrance he received 
from me a day or two after ; was 
produftive of the following concife 
anfwer wrote upon a fmall icrap of 
paper : * Sir, I find you begin to 

* rebel before your enlargement, 

* if you do not think proper to ac- 

* cept the- terms, I wafli my hands 

* of you. ' ^ 

In ftibrtthis negotiation held of 
and on near thfee months, but hard 
as the conditions were I accepted 
of all even to the taking upon me 
tie name of Fhnkett or Farrelfy 

an. 
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an other name which the colonel 
advifed me to affume, rather than* 
that of Plunketty for. what reafon 
he only knows, yet as I would not 
he bound publicly to deny my real 
name, it dropt, and no more has iince 
been heard from that quarter. 

When I ferioufly refledt upon the 
above, what reafon have I not to 
blefs the preferving hand 'of provi- 
dence, who kindly fnatched me from 
the apparent deftrudkion which thefe 
iniquitous propofals when clofely 
examined into feemed to threaten 5 
and I hope it will not be thought 
improper (hould I endeavour to paint 
this ardefe fcheme of iniquity in it's, 
proper colours. 

Jn the firft place, it will appear 
not a little furprifiiig, that thi$ 
gendcma^'s regard towards hi*^ re- 
lation, for fuch he is pleafed to fay 
my mother iS| ihould arife 00 afudri 
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dea to fo great a degree of ^edk)n> 
as to. advance between &t andfevea 
hundred pounds to relieve her 
diftreffed fon from the miferies of 

})erpetual confinement, but mark 
bon after, this amazing fcene of ge* 
nerofity, is feen grovehng in it'a 
original mire> for inilancein the next 
article I am allowed no more than, 
twenty pounds a year during the 
time of my fTeJi India flaveryi. 
when every one who is converfant 
in the public papers ^ knows very 
w^ll, the meaneft kidnapping 
office in London^ never offer lefa 
than thirty pounds perantfum^, to-, 
gether wiux oac quarter's advances^ 
and that they indent all the rubbifh 
of this kingdom is too evident to^ 
deny> how well thefe two articles 
comcide wiA each other is viiibleL 
to eyeiy i:eader. 
Ag^^sthefole motives of thef^ 

propofals, 
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propofals were ikid to be affcftioii 
and humanity, what ncceffity for 
me to deny my name, what benefit 
could accrue to either party, fhould 
I confent to fo uncommon a pro- 
pofition, the fheep skin fuddenly 
drpps and the rafpacious wolf is now 
difcovered, a bond ! defend me 
from die dreaded name, and in the 
penalty of one thoufand pounds. 
Monftrous ! fhould I afTume the 
flrange names of Tlunkett or Firrilty 
I am no doubt liable to be indided 
for forgery; and fhould I be bold 
enough to lay claim to my own I 
mufl perifh in a Danijh goal, a* 
mongft a people unacq[uainted with, 
my language, and confequently in- 
capable of knowing itiy diflrefs.' 

Here flop malice thqu can'fl pro- 
ceed no farther ^ diis is truly thy ne 
plus ultra, that this gentleman who. 
pretends to have no concftion with. 

my 
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'iny father fhould tread ia die fame 
foot fteps by compelling me to 
change my narne; by introducing 
the thread bare ftratagem a bond ; 
and by trarifporting me like a flave 
to foreign climes, and an unknown 
,torigue is amazing indeed, but the 
original both of my mifery and ex- 
iftence> is too well dilineated not to 
be known, his features and com- 
pledtion, are too boldly expreffedia 
every article of the above, to re- 
main long undifcovered. 

Had this gentleman's intentions? 
towards me, been as humane and 
honourable as he pretended would 
he not -have permitted me the hon-. 
cur of a perfonal interview -, which, 
tho' he was twice, in xhtjieet my 
moft cariieft entreaties could not 
obtain : an honeft curiofity would, 
haVe exited every humane man, to 
fee the. otgeft upon whom h» in-, 

tended 
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tended to confer fuch large obKgji- 
tiona; but dark deiigns and the au-* 
thors of them, chufe not to be ex- 
pofed to the eye ©f innocence, when 
upon it's guard y. happy was it for 
me a gentleman was chofe to coh- 
dudt the proceedings whofe integ- 
rity was not to be byafled,,n©r prin- 
ciples corrupted, and for whofe in- 
genuous.advice„ I here return the 
fincereft thanks^ 

What certainty even had I of this 
colonel being matter of a planta* 
tation in the ifland of Santa Cruz ,• 
tome itfeemed upon coniideration 
highly improbable, every one knows 
the Dantjh poffeffions in jimerica 
are very fmall in refpedt to what is 
enjoyed by other. European powers, 
their iludious application to trade 
and navigation we are not unac- 
quainted with, and how tenacious 
they are of their rights and proper- 
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ty, is well known to the commercial 
part of mankind. 

Now fnat a nation fo politick 
fliould permit the fubjedls of other 
crowns to purchafe and cultivate 
eftates to the detriment of it's own 
and when it's fVefi-India acquifitions 
are fo vaftly fmall which muft make 
her jealou^of every inch (he pofTefTee, 
I muft confefs to me appears very 
abfurd, but as I have had the un- 
happinefs of being immured the 
major part of my life, within ftone 
walls, ignorant of commerce, poli- 
ticks and the world. However in- 
congruous it feema^o me, it may 
never the left be otherwife, which 
if fo I ask this honourabljs colonel's 
pardon for the furmiTe and take my 
leave of fo difagreeable a fubjeft. 

Having brought the melancholy 
hiftory of my perfecutions down to 
my prcfent fitqation in the Fleet 

Prifoni 



o 
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Prifon-, the candid reader I prc- 
fume, will not think it improper 
fhould I attempt to comment upon 
fuch unprecedented proceedings be- 
fore I clofe the whole. 

My father it feems to juftifie 
himfelf in the eye of the world, has 
not fcrupled to deny againft the 
teftimony of a felf coi «» Idling con- 
fcience my being his fon, could 
calumny, or artifice, prevail upon the 
publick, to countenance fuch an 
allegation j he would indeed com- 
pleatly triumph, but to his con- 
fufion the whole feries of his un- 
natural behaviour in the foregoing 
pages,, evidence the contrary, his 
own relations are living teftimonics 
againft him, as likewifc is the un- 
happy lady who gave me being, 
and ready to confute fuch vile falfi- 
ties.-— Confcious how much the no- 
bility and gentry of the kingdom of 

Ireland 
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Ireland are exaiperated againft him, 
for fo bafely ufing my mother, he 
cares not to vifit the paternal eftate 
he there enjoys leaft he fhould be 
obliged to make full reparation for 
fuch unmanly ufage. 

But what punifhment can be 
adequate to a crime of fo deep a 
dye, the Aducing a young lady not 
cfteemed an imequal match for the 
greateft peer in the kingdom^ and 
ufing her in the barbarous manner 
recited in the beginning of this 
book, (fee page, 23, 24, 25, &c.) 
was not fufficient, but he vily dared 
to* afperfe her charadfcer and fully 
her reputation, by propagating at 
the time of the eledion,. the moft 
in£uB0us falfities that fcandal could 
invent; I have heard, and read much 
of pur incoilflancy to the lovely 
&ir ones^ but hiilory no where par- 

olells 
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alells fuch black ingratitude as thi& 
before mc. 

Who can believe this gentleman 
after the death of his firft wife 
would to fulfil her dying requeft, 
jointly with that of his parents hgvc 
hurried down from Dublin pur- 
pofely to marry this lady, whom 
he nad then fo gr^y injured 
(much more fo fince,) had he ef- 
teemed mc the fon of a favourite 
fervant, which report has induft- 
rioufly been ipread abroad : or why 
was I not punifhed as an impoftor ? 
for had I been fuch, the rigour of 
the law it is evident would not have 
been with held, he himfelf never 
denied myr being the fon of thia 
lady, and £he never failed to alSert 
my being his. 

The world is not ignorant^ I de- 
rive my name from her, then I ask 
what reafon he can aflign for com^ 

pelling; 
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pclling me in my diftrefs to take an 
other, why did he take the advan- 
tage of my ncceffities and oblige me 
to fign bonds to the amount of al- 
moft of one thoufaud eight hundred 
pounds, when the total of what I 
received was not forty. 

Thefe dark points and many 
more, which will be found to oc- 
cur in the forgoing pages j I pub- 
lickly requeft him here to clear up, his 
own juftification demands it, arid .^ 
filcnce to fo home a charge will be 
efteemed in the eye of the world as 
a tacit aflent to all which is here al- 
ledged againfl him. 

. I appeal to the nobility and gen- 
try in the kingdom of Ireland for the 
truth of what I have here affertcd 
in regard to my birth, and the di- 
vifions arifing from thence and now 
fubfifting betwixt the two fami- 
lies— — -I appeal likewife to his own 

fitters ) 
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fifters;— — and laftly I appeal to 
himfelf J if I am not his fon, let him 
confute my mother's veracity and 
mine ; not only by declaring whofe 
fon I am, but by producing fufficient 
proofs to make his afTertions gsdn 
credit with the public. 

I have frequently been afked 
what reafon-—— could induce the 
lady who gave me being, to neg- 
1 eft, flight, and take no notice of 
me, as it was fuppofed an account 
of my fufFerings muft fometime or 
otller have come to her ears?*— 
O! fay moft honoured madam ? 
What {hall I anlwer, how {hall I 
ftop the tongue of inquifitive cur- 
iofity from commenting too boldly. 
Permit, permit an unfortunate fon 
on his bended knees to implore 
your tender regard; pitty my af- 
fli<aions, and commiferate .my dif- 
trefs 5 confider me not as the fon of 

your 
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your fatal feciucer ? Let not his guilt 
be puniflied in mc, tho' I ^m the 
iflue of his crime, I am yet your 
fon ; the impartial world which 
juftly condemns him, reproaches 
not you 5 it is true you fell but it 
was where none could ftand, the 
premeditated fcheme big with infa- 
my and guilt, was too well concerted 
for innocence to refiftj not your 
weaknefs but his treachery prevail- 
ed, and delivered you a prey to the 
ruin which enfued, and of which 
I am the wretched confequence: 
would you punifli him, let mater- 
nal tendernefs incline your affections 
towards your unhappy fatherlefs 

firft begoten child 5 does he ! 

perfecute me, . be you my prote£t- 

refs J would he gladly fee me 

perifli, refift the malicious effort 
and preferve me from ftarving.— - 
Thus would perfecution itfelf be 

bound 
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bound in fetters, and this patron of 

tyranny receive a mortal ftroke* 

Moft dearly beloved madam, had 
you an idea of the uncommon ar- 
dour that inflames my breaft, 
Whilft thus I addrefs myfelf to your 
long loft notice? Whilft thus I 
paint to myfelf the maternal drop 
ftarting as you perufe thcfe 'artlefs 
but natural lines :— The fympathiz- 
ing tear flows freely down my cheeks^ 
and I flatter myfelf you will pitty, 
nay find means to relieve in part the 
diftreflfcs of your forlorn, abandon- 
ed child. To you madam, and 

to the public I (hould now bid adieu, 
did not gratitude for a moment de- 
tain my pen, whilft my over flow- 
ing heart returns my riioft humble 
thanks to that fund of goodnefs and 
humanity, the honourable Mrs. 

Stutely. To this riioft refpefted 

and honoured lady I am in- 
debted 
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€idl*6d for !itlleltrs tjbat myj^eai 

Wd t)f fixfkhcft, perifliing widi 
hvnjgcrandfoiTOunded with nrifory; 
jt* was Ib^r bcwf^ccnt hand that 
kipdj^ raiftdi a:ad mittch^id xnc frbnirf 
the *'daay eypeftcd grave ; ^^ Iri 
bd-al' /pur^fe ; rcKevcd 'xv^ wio t^ 
Food and phyfic were klndjy ad- 
niniiftred, andthe.biefltngcifKeakhf 
. was hy her means again rtftorCd; 
tdfuppoit m6, uiicter my affliaions.^ 
Her generous ear. never lifteiied toi 
the mafeblical' engines employed by; 
Itiyiather in propagating defama- 
tory lies, to prejudice my cha-* 
fiftpr, ^nd gain me the ill will of 
the. public ; me fa\V thrb'^ their de^-' 
tfcfted deigns, and ibcrfnedih^ plot-! 
ttrs toge&ef with their Artifice. 
' ; Sut^ isi^e gaodnef^ ^^'^^^. ^^^Yt 
^o not content with tifedrally'-f efca-* 
K iqg 
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\vere xlire toihe wawiwi /for. the tent 
of my roonii; here -it will not lie 
VunAC^flary ^'"oKer vib, that oi^t of 
thf ee floOUngs ,aiul fix-ppncei ^eek7 
ly allowed !jxie tofublift Uponi.4ao 
fefs than half a crown kdue^for £e 
ufe of a iiM-ni&ed room, .the re-- 
mains of which bemg one i^^lUng 
IS all I have to. depend A|?|ponioftip- 
ply m? with food and ra^pa^t,' and 
tow 'CiifEcicnt fp fm^llfa f\im i? for 
fuch purpoles, I lea^vje humapity to 
\udge. . ; ; ; , ". 

Nor fhould J m^rit further ia- 
yow-s did I nqt in this i)l?Lcc y^ith a 
grateful ^hciw-t rem?;pl^ the Jund 
benefa<5Uons which '^ freqwndy, t 
have received frc«n fevecal ot the 
nobility and gentry^ whq^aVe jpndr^ 
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Ijpr condefccnded t» . deprive op- 
drefllon of ii's fting,' bj^ pittyinj^*thd 
hardfhips of my cafe arid reliwiSO^ 
my fteceffitiesir ' — • 'W- 

Thus have I giv^n to the^ tv(5)ridf^ 
aci ingenuous .and candid^ narrative 
of^. fffot^f^n^il' tht bare recital- oi^ 
wWt^h ftrikee witk* amazement 4hd^ 
h€#r€fr, > may-fiifch^ uacottimon bar-^- 
btirifey i^ind illi#x^mplified iti^ ^if 
records of 4Sme," arid blufh tfero' aW 
fi^arky^a-fiftdn€^>{d«ttiU!5 '• ' .'-3; 

thor of my bein^^ urgetfiJiff^'ldng^ 
tmoee to^coftceal my'^o^fei-ings^ and 
f^ftain iif lUehc^ the I6jid of dpq 
p^feflibn rbiit httfigfen? 'frreflftabte^ 
l¥u9i^, would Q€!}ofi|^)ieaf4ten to 

polled by^ &«^ ikeagre tymut, ^naf 
ifowillirig ' ped ditiiritred this takr 
ef woe. 
... K 2 Ye 



thbr: ibtti' td€^, an4 ^ p»rple 

then yt gcwEvcud i»;»(ifai^rs, <^«iv 
fliall ye be remember'd j i&id tbe> 
l»»|iottra])ltt ' 4ltdb itfokd- m ihc» 
fiiMfaing 1 {fadll difdutfge^ )>ut death 
or coni^ft.- 

And torn gee^ t«4d^ <aft^ 
having c<»l4a6tell'<fa«e ^d* tarl-^ 
«as fceaes «f wfMcli^dli«&, asd 
mi&ff} gradtiide wlufperr i&eto 
Ibid thee fitfewell» Wl^ ithiis J#o 
together -isitw be«^«r'4 in -this 
dmuA of hoti6i«3v } that; die< gloon 
t6nteaiStitd hf '• fo k^g' an ac- 
q^iaiiitance ^i<^ ^fifons^ and' dif>- 
trrfs fliJ^' wear: ■c^-j'iuid -otfaw 
Scenes befideis tfaofe of afflidi&n 
may poflfeff-Ae: potvcra of thy 
ima^nation j and;renefli ^the meft- 
tsX faculties iwaHedj - and c^ 
V - • prefe'd 
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prefs'd with being fo^ long de- 
tained . in th e man fioa^ .^ /Jifi* 
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fiierhii t^. - 
Sempronius IT. 
Caius ^tiliuiy N. 
Chora. 



MetellutDeljpius;, 
Cornelia. " ^ 
Prifcus Aufidiui. 
Cethegur Mervinus. 
Mariamm. 




Sempronia. - 
Jiccia Lucfihi,^^^ 
Fortius Manm%:<.y^ — 
Amlia Fbineta' '"'" 

P»Mw JuUptiui, ^ 

Tiierinui. • 

Aminidab. - 

Jreniui Arms. 

Numifius. . . ^ 
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-" '^) *^'^'!. ^'^. '**'[[)1 r.' " 
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Sempronius J/l — 
Ckora. ■■ 



.y *»J 



Metel/ufiDefpius,] *■ 
Cornelia. ^ .i— 
Prifcui Aufidius. 
Cethegus^ Mervinus. • 
Mariamne^ — — 
Sempronia. 



Accia LuciUticf^vt^A^ 
Fortius Manm^<:r} ~ 
Amelia Pbineta.^ ^^-^^ — 

P»Mw Juliptius, .- 

Tiberinus, — — — 

Amnidab. ■ 

Jrenius Arms. — 

Numifus. .— . •- 
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SACKETT'S 
MARINE LIBRARY, 

RAMSGATE. 



Where may be purchased Beol^ of 
every sort, bound or in boards;^ Sta^ 
tionery of all sorts; ah extensive and 
valuable assortment of Jewellery and 
Trinkets; Perfumery from the mosf ap- 
proved makers ; the greatest yajriety of] 
Tonbridge-Trare, Morocco, tortoise-shell 
ivory, mahogany, and fancy-wood arti- 
cles—comprising^, work-boxes, writing- 
dei^ks, ladies' and gentlemen's dressing- 
box:es,inkstands, backgammon and chess 
boards and men, needle books, thread 
cases, pocket books, puTses, and tidies; 
the best town«made Cutlery and Hard- 
ware; every description of silver, gilt, 
and steel beads anu othier material for 
purses and fandy-work ; folding bam- 
boo and black camp-stools of various 
sizes; Albrocco and carpet foot-st#ols; 
Foreign and English toys; walking 
canes aiid sticks, and a variety of other 
articles. 

Gran^ and Square Piano Fortes, Harps, &c. for 
hire by tlie week, monthy or year. 

* ♦ Agent t o the Guar dtan. Assuran ce 
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